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ABSTRACT 

This report examines state policies and policy 
development activities regarding student preparation for college. 
Three policy areas are the focus of the analysis: (1) raising 
admissions requirements for public four-year colleges, (2) providing 
regular feedback to high schools on student preparation, and (3) 
establishing statewide merit aid programs. It is reported that the 
most common change that states imposed in admissions was the 
establishment of high school course requirements, followed by 
policies regarding academic achievement standards. The establishment 
of formal feedback systems to provide high schools with data on the 
academic performance of their recent graduates in c -lege have been 
only partially fulfilled, with 24 states having no mandated policy of 
feedback from colleges to schools. Twenty-seven states, however, have 
established a policy that feedback systems should be in place and 19 
of these have fully established feedback systems. Statewide merit aid 
programs are present in 30 states totalling 41 merit aid programs. 
Twenty states are considering initiatives in one or more of the three 
policy areas discussed, and a total of 28 initiatives are either 
under consideration or in development within these states. (GLR) 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



This report examines stale higher education policies that influence student preparation for college. 
Three policy areas are the focus of this state-by-siate analysis: raising admissions requirements for public 
four-year colleges, providing regular feedback on student preparaujn to high schools, jind establishing 
statewide merit aid programs. 



Formal Statewide Postsecondary Admissions Requirements 

When a state adopts more stringent college admissions requirements, it may encourage high 
schools to strengthen their college preparatory curricula. A more demanding college preparatory 
curriculum will not only ensure that students meet minimum admissions requirements, but may also reduce 
the need for remediation at the coUege level. For students, this can result in immediate placement into 
credit bearing courses and avoid tuition costs for noncredit remedial courses. For states, this can reduce 
the necessary administrative costs for remedial courses. 

Approximately one-half (27) of all states have minimum requirements beyond a high school 
diploma or GED for aumission to their four-year public postsecondary institutions; 24 have no statewide 
requirements. Such requirements are either mandated by the state legislature, reconunended by a higher 
education agency, or imposed by the state Boani of Regents. 

Of these 27 states, 20 have established or modified requirements through one or more specific 
actions since 1986. Figure 1 presents the distribution of sratewide admissions requirements and recent 
changes by state. Actions taken by the 20 states fall into Vour broad categories. 

• The most common change was the establishment of high school course 
requirements. Eight states imposed currfcular requirements that outlined 
the number of years of coursework to b^; completed in particular subject 
areas. A typical curricular requirement is four years of English, three 
years of mathematics, three years of science, and three years of social 
science. In addition, many of the curricular requirements specify courses 
within the subject areas (e.g., three years of mathematics requires Algebra 
1 & II and Geometry). 

A total of seven states increased the coursework in one or more curricular 
areas. Four of these states increased the number of years to be completed 
in mathematics and science. Generally, this increase was from two to 
three years. Two of these states added a foreign language requirement of 
two years. Four of these states added or increased the number of years 
to be completed in other courses (e.g.. social science, computers, or 
academic electives). 
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Seven states took a variety of other policy actions including: establishing 
an admissions index (a combination of ACT or SAT scores, class rank, 
and high school GPA); establishing or increasing minimum high school 
GPA requirements; or establishing or increasing minimum ACT or SAT 
entrance scores. 

Three states fonmally recommended curriculsj requirements to be adopted 
by state colleges and universities; however, the institutions were not 
required to implement this recommendadon. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

Recently, states have sought to enhance student preparation through feedback systems. Formal 
feedback systems require colleges to provide high schools with data on the academic performance of their 
recent graduates in college. Feedback systems can improve the academic preparation of students for 
college in several ways. A smoothly functioning feedback system can assist high schools in preparing 
students through more focused counseling, teacher training, and curriculum development. Such efforts 
may reduce the demand for remediation at die posisecondary level. A statewide system can provide high 
schools with uniform infomation from ail public institutions of higher education. 

The majority of existing feedback systems were established in the 1980s; only three systems were 
established prior to 1980. Feedback systems vary in complexity and extent of implementation, as follows. 

• No tx)licv established. Twenty-four states have no mandated policy of 
feedback from colleges to schools. In nine of Uiese states, a few 
postsecondary institutions employ informal feedback procedures. In three 
other states, some institutions have implemented formal feed back 
systems without state mandate. 

• Formal policv established. Twenty-seven states have established a policy 
that feedback systems should be in place. Nineteen have fully established 
feedback systems mandated by the legislanire or the postsecondary 
governing board. Five states have recently passed legislation or 
developed a policy through the postsecondary governing boand. Three 
states have formal guidehnes encouraging insti Mtions to report to high 
schools, but the institutions have been slow to act on the 
recommendations. 
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Table I. Prevalence of Statewide Feedback Systems and the Level of Institutional Activity, by State: 
April 1992 





No Formtl Policy 


Formal Policy 


Toul 


No 

Insdtutional 
Activity 


Wwk 

Institutional 
Activity 


Established 
Institutional 
Activity 


Total 


Newly 
Esublished 


Weak 
Implemen- 
tadon 


Full 
Implemen- 
tation 


Suue 




Ai, cr. DE 

DC, KS. 
ME MA, 
MS. NH. 
PA, SD, UT 


Aicm, IN, 

MT,NE. 
NY, RI, 
VT, WA, 


CA^IA, 
MN, 




CO, KY. 
MD. ND, 
WV 


ID. NM. 
VA 


AZ» AR, 
FUGA, 
lU LA. 
ML MO, 
NV,NJ, 
NC, OH. 
OK, OR, 
SC. TN. 
TX, WI. 
WY 


Total 


24 


12 


9 


3 


27 


5 


3 


19 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

Merit-based aid programs motivate students to work diligently throughout high school and 
encourage ihem to plan for college. The incentives, which are desigried to reward academically superior 
high school smdents. may include cash awards, tuition-waivers, or full scholarships at state institutions. 

While this section focuses on strictly merit based programs, some states incorporate a financial 
need criteria into their merit aid programs. In the typical merit aid program described here, students must 
fulfill one or more of the following to receive aid: a GPA of 3.5 or higher, a minimum of 1.100 on the 
SAT or a 27 on the ACT, or a rank in at least the top 20 percent of the class. 

• Thirty states reward high-achieving high school students through a total 
of 41 merit aid programs. 

• Of those 41 programs, 14 make awards that are $1,000 or below. 
Another 14 programs dispense awards between $1,500 and $4,000. Three 
programs offer awards above $4,000. Ten programs will pay for a 
student's tuition and fees at the institution enrolled. The monetary value 
of these awards is difficult to detennine because tuition and fees vary 
widely between states and institutions. 
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Table 2. Award Amount for Merit Aid Programs, by Slate: April 1992 





Amount of Award 




Below 
$1,000 


$1,000 


$UO0 


$2,000 


$Z500 


$3,000 


$4,000 


Over 
$4,000 


Tuition & 
Fees 


Total 1 


Sute 


INJA 
KS.LA (2). 
NJ.VT.WA 


DE.IU 
LANJ (2). 
OH 


GA^NfT (2), 
SD 


AR.FL. 
MO 


FUD 


MD.VA 


FL,m 

Wl 


HI.OIC 
SC 


CO.DE, 
ND.OR (2). 
TX (2). 
WV.WY 

(2) 




Total 


8 


6 


4 


3 


2 


2 


3 


3 


10 


41 



Notes: Numbers in ( ) reflect ihe number of programs administered by a state found within the same award category. 
Some award amounts have been rounded for classification. 



While close to 60 perce- 1 of the states have at least one merit aid program, several states have 
terminated their merit aid progiams or reduced the number of awards due to funding difficulties. 
Specifically, at least three states recently lemiinated an established merit-based program because of budget 
cuts (the District of Columbia. Massachusetts, and New Yoric). Furthcmiore, several states indicated that 
funding disputes are delaying the establishment of new merit aid programs. 

In addition to motivating students to work diligently throughout high school and plan for college^ 
statewide merit aid programs may influence students who would have attended an out-of-state instimtion 
to pursue higher education in their home state. 



Future Initiatives 

Twenty states are considering initiatives in one or mors of the three policy areas discussed in this 
report. Furthermore, several of these states are reviewing their policies pertaining to student preparation. 
A total of 28 initiatives are under consideration or development in these 20 states: 

• Ten states are considering developing some type of feedback system, and 
two states are reviewing the effectiveness of their feedback systems. 

• Six states are considering the establislment of admissions requirements. 
Six states are reviewing their current admissions requirements to 
determine if changes are necessary. 



Two states are trying to establish merit aid programs. 



Two Slates are considering broader endeavors. Missouri has established 
a task force which, among other charges » will examine access to 
postsccondary institutions and how to prepare students for college, 
Tennessee has just passed its 21st Century Challenge Plan outlining goals 
to improve the state's school systems. 
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INTRODUCTION 



Many education experts believe thai the educational hurdles faced by high school students are not 
high enough, and that more demanding standards will improve the quality of high school graduates. Low 
standards may help account for the many college freshmen who are unprepared for rigorous courses- 
studies show that a large portion of college students enroll in remedial courses. In a similar way, high 
schools are vulnerable to colleges; they must adipt to shifts in the policies and practices of the colleges 
and universities ihey serve. For example, college entrance requirements often serve, in effect, as high 
school graduation requirements. Furthermore, colleges and universities can influence the preparedness of 
entering freshmen by providing feedback to high schools on the success of their recent graduates and by 
offering incentives such as merit scholarships. 

This report examines the current and planned policies and practices (as of early 1992) of the states 
in three areas related to improving student preparation for college, including raising admissions 
requirements for public four-year colleges, providing regular feedback on student preparation to high 
schools, and establishing statewide merit aid programs. Tliis report describes these three policy areas for 
all 50 Slates and the District of Columbia on a state-by-state basis. 

Formal Statewide Postsecondary Admissions Requirements 

To inspire achievement^ high school students must be able to perceive that their future 
will depend to some extent on their academic performance. Education reformers have 
determined that an important way to improve the schools is to clarif>' for students that 
working hard in school does matter. One way to clarify the issue for students is to have 
high standards for college admission. Many states have adopted statewide requirements 
for admission to all public four-year colleges. Such requirements typically include a 
minimum number of courses in specific subject areas like English, social sciences, and 
mathematics. Of course there have always been selective institutions, but the significance 
of uniform standards applied at the state level is that students know that there is less 
chance to evade difficult school work if they want the rewards of a college education. 

• Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

Colleges have information on how well students perform as freshmen in various basic 
courses. This information can be provided to high schools, allowing the schools to 
reinforce the most needed knowledge arKl skiUs. While there are a number of colleges 
that provide this information, the most effective programs are statewide. The type of 
system established in a state defines the degree of articulation and accountability between 
the postsecondary and secondary sectors within that state. 

• Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

Another way of making clear the connection between a srudent*s academic performance 
and future rewards is to make some financial assistance available only to those who meet 
high standards. Many states have instituted various types of merit scholarships. 
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State summaries contained in this report also include proposed and planned policies and programs 
related to each of the above three policy areas. 

The information in this report was obtained from state higher education officials between 
December 1991 and April 1992. The report includes an executive summary, an overview of each staters 
activities in each relevant area, and a matrix summarizing policies and programs by state. 
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SECTION ONE: 
STATE SUMMARIES 



ALABAMA 



Admissions Requirements 

• There are no statewide admissions requirements. Each of the 16 four-year public 
institutions in the state sets its own admissions standaids. Standards for admission to 
four-year institutions are set by tlie governing boards of the individual institution. 

• Three of the four-year institutions in the state (Alabama State University, Jacksonville 
State Univcreity. and the University of North Alabama) and all two-year colleges require 
students to be high school graduates or GED recipients. 

Feedback flrom Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• Alabama currently has no statewide feedback system to inform high schools of the 
academic preparedness of their recent graauates who attend state universities. But this 
type of initiative is in the early planning stages (see future initiatives, below). 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Alabama does not provide funding for statewide merit aid programs. 

Future Initiatives 

• The state is wcricing on developing a program to provide high schools with progress 
infomiation on first-year freshmen. This program is only in the early stages of 
development, thus specific information on the program is not available. 

Contacts 

Hank Hector 
Executive Director 
Commission on Higher Education 
One Court Square. Suite 221 
Montgomery. AL 36197 
(205) 269-2700 

Kay Ivey 

Director of Government Relations and Communications 
Conmiission on Higher Education 
One Court Square, Suite 221 
Montgomery, AL 36197 
(205) 269-2700 
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ALASKA 



Admissions Requirements 



Admissions requirements for Alaska postsecondary institutions are set by the goveming 
board of each institution. 



University of Alaska at Fairbanks 



Eligible students must have a high school diploma or GED, submit ACT or SAT scores, 
and complete the following high school core curriculum: 

Prior to 1991 As of Fall 1991 

Subject (GPA of 2.0) (GPA of 2.5) 

English 3 years 4 years 

Mathematics (College Preparatory) 2 years 3 years 

Social Science 2 years 3 years 

Natural Science 2 years 3 years 

Electives (Foreign Language 2 years 3 years 
recommended) 



University of Alaska at Anchorage 

• Eligible students must have a high school diploma or GED. maintain a high school GPA 
of 2.5. and submit SAT or ACT scores. The following high school courses ane 
recommended: 



Subject Recommended 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (College Preparatory) 3 years 

Social Studies 3 years 

Natural Science 3 years 

Electives (Foreign Language recommended) 3 years 



University of Alaska Southeast 

• Since 1989, eligible snidents must have a high school diploma or GED. The following 
high school courses are recommended: 



ALASKA 



Subject 



Recommended 



English 
Science 
Mathematics 
Social Sciences 

Electives (Foreign Language recommended) 



4 years 

2 years 

3 years 

1 year 

2 years 



Prior to 1989, no high school curriculum was recommended and students 18 or older were 
not required to have a high school diploma or GED. 



Although there is no statewide policy requiring state postsccondary institutions to report 
to high schools the academic preparedness of their graduates for college, a few public 
institutions are providing high schools with this infonnation by request or through an 
informal network. 

The University of Alaska at Fairbanks will provide high schools with freshman grades for 
specific courses upon request. 

The University of Alaska Southeast maintains an informal network with the counselors 
at Juneau High School. The univereity notifies counselors of the placement of their 
graduates in freshman English and math courses (i.e., if a student was placed in a 
remedial, regular, or advanced class). 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 



Alaska does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 



There is no new legislation currently under consideration or being developed that relates 
to these policy areas. 



ALASKA 



Contacts 
Bruce Gifford 

Director of Student Services 
University of Alaska Southeast 
Glacier Highway 
Juneau. AK 99801 
(907) 789-4461 

Rosemary Hagevig 

Alaska Department of Education 

P.O. Box FP 

Juneau, AK 99811-0500 

(907) 465-2821 

Becky Koester 
Admissions Office 
University of Alaska at Fairbanks 
Faiitanks^AK 99775-0060 
(907) 474-7521 

Linda Berg Smith 

Associate Vice Chancellor for Snident Services 
University of Alaska at Anchorage 
3211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage. AK 99508-4675 
(907) 786-1491 



ARIZONA 



Admissions Requirements 

• Arizona's most recent changes to its admissions requirements for four-year institutions 
became effective in 1990 for nonresident students and will take effect for resident students 
in the fail of 1992, The latest modifications included increasing the math credits 
necessary for admission, requiring laboratory science courses, and allowing a combination 
of high school and college courses to satisfy requirements. Arizona's admissions 
requirements to its four-year institutions contain rules which apply to both high school 
graduates as well as transfer students from two-year schools because transfer students 
constitute almost 90 percent of the new students at the state's four-year colleges. 

• An applicant to a four-year Arizona institution must meet both General Aptitude and 
Basic Competency requirements to be admitted. 

• An applicant can demonstrate General Aptitude through any of the following: ranking in 
the upper 25 percent of his high school class or earning a cumulative GPA of 3.0; earning 
a 23 on the ACT or a combined SAT score of 930 for Arizona residents; earning a 24 on 
the ACT or a combined SAT score of 1,000 for non-residents; earning 12-35 college 
credit hours in academic subjects and a 2,0 GPA for Arizona transfer students; or earning 
12-35 college credit hours and a 2.5 GPA for non-resident transfer students. 

Basic Competency requirements are met by earning a 2,0 in the following required 
courses; four years of English; tliree years of Mathematics; two years of Laboratory 
Science; and two years of Social Science. Basic Competency can also be satisfied 
through a combination of high school and college courses (e.g., for the English 
requirement, three years during high school plus a three-hour college course in-lieu of 
four years during high school). 

The Arizona Board of Regents sends a booklet. Ready for Success, to 8th and 9lh graders 
statewide which outlines the high school courses necessary for admission to a four-year 
institution. 

• Admission to an Arizona two-year institution requires a student to be a high school 
graduate or GED recipient; 18 years of age or older and is able to demonstrate evidence 
of potential success in a community college; or is a transfer student in good standing. If 
under 18 and without a diploma or a GED, then under new legislation, students must 
score a minimum combined score of 930 on their SAT or a 22 on their ACT entrance 
exams. This is a change from prior policy which admiued these students if they scored 
above the 90th percentile on either the SAT or the ACT. 
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ARIZONA 



Feedback fironi Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• Since 1986, the Arizona Board of Regents requires all public institutions to submit 
annually the average grades for remedial, regular, and accelerated freshman English and 
math courses. The Board disseminates this information to high schools as part of its state 
report csrd. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Arizona does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

The Board of Regents is considering adding a foreign language requirement to the current 
four-year institution admissions requirements that would go into effect in the late 1990s. 



Contacts 

Dr, Ed Johnson 

Acting Associate Director of Academic Programs 
Arizona Board of Regents 
2020 North Central Avenue 
Phoenix. AZ 85004 
(602) 229-2508 

Janet Schnorr 
Loan Executive 
Arizona Board of Regents 
2020 North Central Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
(602) 229-2562 

Sharon Wheeler 

Associate Director for Research Community College Board 

3225 North Central 

Century Plaza 

Suite 1220 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 

(602) 225-4037 
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Reference 

Office of the ChanceUor. University of Nevada System. (1991). Summary ofWfCHE States' Resident 
Undergraduate Admissions Requirements for Public Four-Year Colleges and Universities. Reno. 
NV: Author. 
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ARKANSAS 



Admissions Requirements 



In 1988, public institutions were required by law to set minimum ACT test score 
requirements for admission to state four-year institutions. These requirements were raised 
in 1990 and a recommended high school core cuniculum was developed. Prior to 1988. 
each institution csublished their own admissions requirements. The minimum course 
recommendations are: 

Subject Recommended 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years 

Natural Science 2 years 

Social Science 3 years 

Foreign Language 1 year 

The current ACT requirements are minimum test scores of 19 on the English, 
Mathematics, and Reading components. The 1988 test score requirements were 17 on the 
English test and 16 on the Mathematics test, or 17 on the Composite test. 



Feedback ft-om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

In 1987, the Aiicansas Legislature mandated that public universities and colleges provide 
freshman placement data to high schools beginning with the 1988 freshman class. The 
American College Testing Corporation (ACT) provides these data, under contract to the 
state Depamnent of Higher Education. 

ACT compiles a report for each high school that provides the following data: percent of 
students required to take remedial courses; range of ACT test scores; and high school 
courses, GPA, and class rank. Colleges and universities supply ACT with the social 
security numbers of entering fieshmen and their mathematics, english, and reading course 
placement. ACT compiles the other infomriation from its own records. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Govemor's Scholars Program was established by the Legislature in 1983 ^d awards 
a maximum of $2,000 per student to 100 students. Eligible students must have a 3.6 high 
school GPA in the recommended core curriculum or a 26 composite ACT score, and 
demonstrate leadership abilities. One scholarship is awarded per county and 25 are 
awarded across the state. The scholarship can be renewed for three years, provided the 
student maintains a 3.0 GPA and is enrolled in college full-time (24 credits per year). In 
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1991 » the legislature increased the number of available scholarships lo 150. However, the 
additional awards have yet to be funded. 



Future Initiatives 

The i:.;nt Interim Oversight Committee on Higher Education Reform of the Legislature 
wiU examine the number of students who require remedial instruction and its relationship 
to college admissions standard. 



Contacts 

Melissa Goff 
Research Analyst 
Department of Higher Education 
1 14 East Capitol Street 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
(501) 324-9300 

Tammy Smith 

Assistant Coordinator for Financial Aid 
Depamnent of Higher Education 
1 14 East Capitol Street 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
(501) 324-9300 
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CALIFORNIA 



Admissions Requirements 

• The California Slate University and the University of California systems set their own 
admissions requirements. The California State University system draws suidents from the 
top one-third of the senior class. Eligible students must be high school graduates that 
meet specific high school course requirements and an admission index-a formula which 
combines GPA and entrance exam scores, 

• Tlie Univereity of California system draws students from the top 12 percent of the senior 
class. Admission to the system is based on meeting three requirements: required high 
school courses; a scholarship requirement; and entrance exams. 

California State University 

In 1985. the Board of Tmstees at the California State University adopted a 15-unit college 
preparatory curriculum to be successfully completed (minimum GPA 2.0) for first-time 
freshman admission. To ensure that high schools and students had sufficient time to 
respond to the requirements, a phase-in schedule was developed. The phase-in schedule 
gradually increases minimal admissions requirements from 10 units in 1988 to 12 units 
in 1989 to 13 units in 1991, and full implementation of the 15-unit curriculum in fall 
1992. During the phase -in period, eligible students who do not complete the full 15 units 
are admitted on the condition that they will make up the missing units at the institution. 
The required high school courses and the number of units to be completed are: 



Mandatory 

Subject Fall 1992' 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years 

U.S. History 1 year 

Laboratory Science 1 year 

Foreign Language 2 years 

Visual/Perfonning Arts 1 year 

Eleciives 3 years 



The California State University admission index is poxiuced by a formula that combines 
a snident's GPA and standarfized test scores. If a student's GPA is 3.0 or higher, the 
index does not apply and the student is admitted regardless of test scores. If the student's 
GPA is below 2.0, the student does not qualify for regular admission. If the student's 
GPA is between 2.0 or 3.0, then the index formula is applied to determine admission: 
Fonnula = (GPA * 800) SAT score or (GPA * 200) + (10 * ACT score) 
Required index for admission: SAT formula = 2800 ACT formula = 694 
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University of California 



In 1991, the UC Board of Regents modified the high school course requirements, with the 
modification to be effective fall 1994. The change did not increase the total number of 
units to be completed, rather, it redistributed the units within the subject areas. 



Subject 

English 
Mathematics 
U.S. History 



Current Reos. 

4 years 
3 years 
1 year 



Laboratory Science 1 year 

Foreign Language 2 years 

College Prep Electives 4 year^ 

(visual and performing arts, history 
English, social studies, advanced Math, 
laboratory science, and foreign language) 



Effective FaU 1994 

4 years 
3 years 

2 years (1 }'ear of world 
history, cultures, and 
geography) 
2 years 
2 years 

2 years Cgeneral science 
will not be accejxed) 



The second admissions requirement for the University of California system is the 
Scholarship Requirement/Admission Index, Under this policy, if a student has a GPA of 
3.3 or higher in the required high school courses, this requirement is met. If a student has 
a GPA of 2.77-3.3, the student must meet an Admission Index (a combination of GPA 
and entrance exam scores). 

The final admissions requirement is the submission of entrance test scores. Students must 
submit ACT or SAT scores and three College Board Achievement Tests, including 
English Composition; Math Level 1 or 2; and one of the following: English Literature, 
Science, Foreign Language, or Social Studies. 



Community Colleges 



Students seeking entrance into California community colleges must have a high school 
diploma or its equivalent, or be at least 18 years old and capable of benefiting from 
instruction. All incoming students must take a skills assessment test to determine where 
the student should begin academic instruction, i.e., remedial or regular courses. Entering 
students without a high school diploma or the equivalent, must pass the high school 
equivalency test before entering a degree granting program. 
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feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• While the state of California does not require coUeges and universities to report the 
academic preparedness of first-time freshmen to high schools, both state univei^ity 
systems have established feedback practices that provide high schools with such 
infonnation. 

• Since 1981, the California State University (CSU) has reported to st^te high schools the 
performance of their recent graduates through the Freshman Performance Report (FPR). 
This report collects data for high schools that have five or more students from a 
graduating class attending CSU. The report is divided into two sections. The first 
presents infomiation for students who met regular admission standards. The second 
presents information for students who were admitted by special action or condition. Both 
sections report the following measures: distribution and persistence of freshmen; high 
school and college CPA; SAT scores; English Placement Test results; English Placement 
Test subtest means; Entry Level Math Exam results; and Entry Level Math Exam subtest 
means. Academic performance data are summarized by CSU campus and high school 
attended. Comparative data for all CSU first-time freshmen from California high schools 
are also provided. 

• The FPR is distributed annually to district superintendents, principals, head counselors, 
and the chaire of high school English and mathematics departments. CSU sends a similar 
report to two-year institutions regarding the progress of their u-ansfer students at the four- 
year institution. 

The University of California (UC) has sent academic performance data for recent 
graduates to high schools each year for over 50 years. The Performance Report collects 
data for all stale high schools with at least one graduate auending UC. The report is 
divided into two sections. The first section is a suminary comparing the overall 
educational achievement of firet-year students from an individual high school with all 
other first-year students on a UC campus. Specifically, it reports the number of students 
attending UC, the specific campus, their admission status, the number who complete the 
spring quarter, and the number required to enroll in remedial English and mathematics 
courses. The second section compares the UC and high school transcripts for each student 
which includes admission status, coUege and major, standardized lest scores, GPA. courses 
enrolled, units earned, and grades received. 

In the past, the summary section of the UC Performance Report was sent to high school 
principals, heads of high school English and mathematics departments, and the school 
district superintendent. The individual section report was sent only to principals and 
department heads. Like CSU. UC sent similar information to two-year institutions 
regarding the progress of Uieir transfer students at die four-year institution. However, due 
to budgetary constraints, the UC system has suspended this broad distribution of the 
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Performance Report. Beginning with the report for the high school class of 1990. copies 
of the Performance Report will only be available by request. 

Currently, the University of California is evaluating the impact of the Performance Report 
at high schools and community colleges. UC wants to determine the effectiveness of the 
report in providing information that promotes school improvement and nefonn. Further, 
UC is seeking comments and recommendations on prior distribution procedures and the 
format of the report UC hopes to complete this evaluation in early 1992. with 
recommendations available for the summer of 1992. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• California does not administer any merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

There are no new initiatives under consideration at this time. 



Contacts 
Greg Golliheur 

Deputy Director for Governmental Relations 
California Student Aid Commission 
1515 F Streets Suite 500 
Sacramento. CA 95814 
(916) 322-2818 

Judy Lee 

Principal Analyst 

Admission and Outreach Services 

Office of the President 

University of California 

300 Lakeside Drive. 17th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

(510) 987-9575 
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Charles Ratliff 

Associate Director of Academic and Fiscal Studies 
California Postsccondaiy Education Commission 
1020 12th Street, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 322-8010 

Joan Sallee 

Senior Policy Analyst 

California Postsecondaiy Education Commission 
1020 12th Street. 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 322-8010 

Elizabeth Tamayo 

Senior Admissions Analyst 

Student Academic Services 

Office of the President 

University of California 

300 Lakeside Drive, 17th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

(510) 987-9567 
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Admissions Requirements 

• In 1986, the Colorado Commission on Higher Education established an admissions index 
requirement for admission to a four-year state institution. The admissions index consists 
of high school GPA, class rank, and SAT or ACT scores. The Commission defined a 
minimum index standard to be met by entering students for each four-year state 
institution. At the defined index level, 80 percent of those students accepted must meet 
or exceed the level This requirement went into effect in the fall of 1987, however, the 
Commission gave postsecondary institutions five years to have no more than 20 percent 
of their acceptances below the set index level. 

• Beyond the admissions indRx» the state has not established other admissions requirements. 
Each of the 12 four-year state institutions may establish additional requirements. 

• With the five year deadline nearing, the Commission is evaluating the impact of the index 
requirement on student access and will determine if the current index standards need to 
be modified. 

Admission to any of the 15 state community colleges requires a high school diploma or 
GED. 



Feedback From Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

In 1991, Colorado established the Linkages in Netwoiking Colleges and Schools (TLINCS) 
collaborative. Its purpose is to develop strategies to link Colorado's educational systems. 
The collaborative is composed of representatives from the Colorado Department of 
Education and the Commission on Higher Education. LINCS has been very active in 
designing a feedback system. 

• Since 1985 » the Colorado Commission on Higher Education has collected data on 
postsecondary students attending public institutions, including high school academic 
achievement, enrollment, academic performance, and progress through college. Private 
institutions will begin submitting similar infonnation to the Commission in 1992. LINCS 
is currently designing a system that would report these data to high schools. 

At present, LINCS' feedback system is in its pilot stage with five high schools 
participating. Ultimately, the system will produce three reports to be distributed to high 
schools and school districts. Reports will track a graduating high school class through 
postsecondary education and will present infonnation one year after graduation, two years 
after graduation, and five years after high school graduation. Specific measures reported 
will include coUege GPA figures, major declared, retention rate by major and institution, 
and enrollment profiles. The infonnation will be presented on a quartile level rather than 
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a student level Pilot reports will analyze data collected on the graduating high school 
classes of 1990 and 1991. 

• In October 1991, legislation was intnxiuced that requires the Colorado Commission on 
Higher Education to adopt policies to aid the Colorado systems of public education in 
providing a better transition for students from elementary and secondary to postsccondary 
educatioa This legislation was proposed in order to make the developing LINCS' 
feedback system an established practice and responsibility of the Commission on Higher 
Education. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Undergraduate Merit Program was established in 1984 as a replacement to two 
achievement-based programs (one based on academic merit and the other based on athletic 
talent). Currently, the program waives tuition and mandatory fees for incoming students 
who demonstrate academic achievement-through CPA or test scores-or exceptional 
athletic or artistic talent. With a budget of $7,9 million, this program waived tuition and 
fees for 10»547 students for the 1990-91 academic year. 



Future Initiatives 

• LINCS is presently examining the establishment of high school course requirements for 
admission to state postsccondary institutions. LINCS is analyzing the gap between high 
school perceptions of academically prepared students and those of postsccondary 
institutions and how this gap can be closed through course requirements. The first subject 
area being addressed is mathematics. In the near future, LINCS hopes to recommend to 
tile state legislature a complete set of high school course requirements for postsccondary 
admission. 



Contacts 
John Ceru 

Administrator Colorado Student Aid Program 

Finance Department 

Commission on Higher Education 

1300 Broadway, Second Floor 

Denver, CO 80203 

(303) 866-2723 
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Mark Chisholm 

Senior Infonnalion and Research Officer 
Commission on Higher Education 
1300 Broadway, Second Floor 
Denver, CO 80203 
(303) 866-2723 

Sharon Samson 
Academic Officer 
Academic Affairs Department 
Commission on Higher Education 
1300 Broadway, Second Roor 
Denver, CO 80203 
(303) 866-2723 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Admissions requirements are set by the Board of Trustees for each state institution. 

• Currently, the University of Connecticut and Connecticut State University require high 
school graduates to submit SAT scores and complete the following courses: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years 

Laboratory Science 2 years 

Social Science 2 years 

Foreign Language 2 years 

• The five state technical colleges require a diploma or GED for admission and recommend 
the following high school courses to be completed: 

Subject Recommended 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 2-3 years 

Science 1 year 

Social Science 1 year 

Three of the five colleges recommend a minimum SAT score of 900 and four recommend 
high school CPA between 2.0-3.0 and/or ranking in the top 50-67 percent. 

• Regional community colleges require smdents to have a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• Connecticut does not require state postsecondary institutions to report performance data 
to high schools. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Connecticut does not award any scholarships based solely on academic achievement; all 
programs require the demonstration of financial need. 
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Future Initiatives 

• There are no new initiatives currently under consideration. 



Contacts 
John Siegricst 

Direaor of Student Financial Aid 
Department of Higher Education 
61 Woodland Street 
Hartford. CT 06105 
(203) 566-2618 

Joseph Zikmund 
Director of Research 
Department of Higher Education 
61 Woodland Street 
Hartford. CT 06105 
(203) 566-4645 
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Admissions Requirements 

• The governing body of each institution sets its own admissions requirements. 
University of Delaware 

• High school graduates or GED recipients seeking admission to the University of Delaware 
must submit SAT scores and complete the following high school courses: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 2 years (4 years strongly recommended) 

Science (including 1 2 years (3 years strongly recommended) 

year of lab science) 

History/Social Studies 3 years (4 years strongly recommended) 

(2 years History (1 year 

World History) and 1 year 

of Social Studies) 

Foreign Language 2 years (4 years strongly recommended) 

Electives 3 years 

Delaware State College 

• Eligible students must present a high school diploma or GED, submit SAT or ACT scores, 
and complete the following high school curriculum: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (Algebra I 2 years 
& above) 

History/Social Science 2 years 

Science (1 unit must be 2 years 
a laboratory science) 



Technical and Community Colleges 



Students seeking admission to any of the four campuses of the Delaware Technical and 
Community Colleges must have a high school diploma or GED, However, if an applicant 
does not possess a high school diploma or GED and is 18 or older, the applicant must 
prove his ability to benefit from this education by taking an ability to benefit test. All 
entering students must take placement tests in reading, writing, computation, and algebra 
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(if the student has taken algebra in the past). The results of these placement tests will 
determire if the student can enroll in a degree program or if they must first enroll in 
remedial courses. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• There is no state policy or mandate requiring Delaware postsecondary institutions to report 
back to high schools the academic perfomiance of their graduates in college. 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Delaware Higher Education Commission administers two statewide merit aid 
programs, the Diamond State Scholarship and the B. Bradford Barnes Scholarship. 
Eligible recipients must meet the following criteria for both programs: 

be a Delaware resident; 

be a graduating high school senion 

rank in the top quarter of the high school class at the middle of the senior year, 
and 

earn a combined score of at least 1,100 on the SAT or a 27 on the ACT. 

• Applicants receive a nimierical index which is based on the following: high school CPA, 
high school class rank, standardized test scores, difficulty of curriculum, advanced 
placement courses taken, extracurricular activities, community involvernent, work 
experience, and an essay. While both programs have identical eligibility criteria, the 
weight given to each measure varies between the two programs. Awards are given to the 
students with the highest numerical indexes. 

• The Diamond State Scholarship, initiated by the Governor in 1984, provides a $1,000 
award-renewable for three years with a 3.0 coMege GPA-which can be used at any 
postsecondary institution. For the 1990-91 academic year, 55 graduating high school 
seniors received awards and in the 1991-92 academic year, 38 awards were given. Due 
to funding limitations, for the upcoming 1992-93 academic year, the Commission expects 
the number of awards to further reduce to only 25. 

• The B. Bradford Barnes Scholarship, established in 1988, provides tuition, fees, and room 
and board at the University of Delaware for one graduating high school senior each year. 
The award is renewable for three years if the student maintains a 3.0 college CPA. 
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Future Initiatives 



At present, there are no initiatives under consideration or development that relate to these 
issues. 



I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
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Qeo Young 

Assistant Director of Admissions ^ 
Delaware Sute College ■ 
1220 North Dupont Highway * 
Dover, DE 19901-2275 ^ 
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Marilyn Baker 
Associate Director 

Delaware Higher Education Commission 
820 North French Street, 4th Roor 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
(302) 577-3240 

Gary Bclkot 

Coordinator of Admissions 
Delaware Technical and Community College 
Terry Campus 

1832 North Dupont Parkway 
Dover, DE 19901 
(302) 739-5412 

Sharon Don- 
Admissions Officer 
University of Delaware 
116Hullihen Hall 
Newark, DE 19716 
(302) 83M209 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Admission to UDC is open to students with a high school diploma or GED, Additional 
requirements may be demanded for specific programs. The university offers both 
associate and bachelor degree programs and is the only public irisritution in the District 
of Columbia. 



Feedback A-om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

The University of the District of Columbia (UDC) has an informal system with the D.C. 
public school system that provides the school superintendent with placement lest 
performance. The Superintendent receives the average performance of freshmen, by high 
school, on reading, math, and English freshman placement tests. This Quasi -Readiness 
Feedback System first reported performance data on the 1990 freshman class. This 
system has been tempoiarily suspended, however, until a new university president and 
school superintendent are appointed. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Due to funding difficulties, UDC suspended its publicly fxmded merit scholarship, the 
UDC Presidential Scholarships, two years ago. It is hoped that the program will be 
revived once funding becomes available. 



Future Initiatives 



Currenlly. there are no initiatives under consideration by the university that relate to these 
issues. 
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Contacts 

Ken Howard 

Director of Financial Aid 

University of the District of Columbia 

4200 Connecticut Avenue, NW 

Building 39, Room 101 

Washington, DC 20008 

(202) 282-3239 

Barbara Ivlilton 

Direaor of Research 

University of the District of Columbia 

4200 Connecticut Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

(202) 282-7564 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Florida state law requires the following high school academic units for admission to a 
four-year institution: 



Subject Prior to 1987 As of 1987 

English (3 yeare of English composition) 4 years 4 years 

Mathematics (Algebris I and above) 3 years 3 years 

Science (2 years of Laboratory Science) 3 years 3 years 

Social Science 3 yeare 3 years 

Foreign Language - 2 years 

Electives (may be in any of the above subjects 4 years 4 years 

or may be chosen from a list of approved 

electives) 



• High schools were notified of the addition of the foreign language requirement through 
annual workshops held for high school counselors and a manual, sent to high schools 
yearly, that outlines state universities' admissions requirements. Most of the high schools 
in the state have responded to this new requirement by making more foreign language 
courses available to students. 

• In addition to meeting high school couree requirements, prospective students must meet 
a sliding GPA and standardized test score requirement to be admitted to a four-year state 
iristitution. The higher the student's GPA, the lower the standardized test score may be. 
However, a student may not have a GPA lower than 2.0. The median scores are a 2.5 
GPA and a 900 on the SAT or 21 on the ACT. If a student has a GPA of 3.0 or higher, 
standardized test scores may be disregarded; however, the scores must still be submitted 
to the institution to which the student is applying. 

Florida community colleges require students to have a high school diploma or its 
equivalent. 

Feedback ft-om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• Florida Board of Education policy stipulates that state universities and community colleges 
must produce two reports to provide high schools with the performance of their recent 
graduates in college. The first report provides each high school with the performance of 
their graduates on university entry-level placement tests by institution attended. This 
infomnation is sent to the Florida Board of Education and then is distributed to state high 
schools. The second report provides a profile of courses taken and grades earned by 
institution attended. Tliis information is provided on each high school's graduates for the 
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fall term of their freshman year. These data are sent directly to school districts and are 
distributed to state high schools firom there. This policy was instituted by the Board in 
1984, with high schools receiving the firei reports in 1985. In I99l» the policy was 
revised to collect similar infonnation on students attending vocational schools. 

Additionally, Florida requires postsecondaiy institutions to send individual studem 
transcripts directly to state high schools during each suident's first year. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

Initiated in 1 98 1, the Florida Undergraduate Scholars' Fund awards top achieving scholars 
a $2,500 scholarship that is renewable for three years. Approximately 9,000 awards were 
granted in 1990-91, To be chosen to receive this award, a student must meet at least one 
of the following criteria: 

be a National Merit Scholarship finalist; 

be a National Achievement finalist; 

earn a cumulative high school CPA of 3.5 and score a 1200 or above on the SAT 
or the equivalent on the ACT; 

receive an International Baccalaureate Diploma; 

complete four years of home study and score a 1250 or above on the SAT or the 
equivalent on the ACT; or 

receive a certificate through the Academic Scholar Certificate Program-a program 
awarding students for a minimum CPA and standardized test score and for the 
fulfillment of certain college preparatory high school courses, 

• The Challenger Astronauts Memorial Scholarships, initiated in 1987, award $4,000 to 20 
public and two private high school students each year. To be eligible, a student must be 
pursuing an education in liberal arts or teaching, have a high school GPA of 2.8, and be 
in the top quaitile of his or her high school class. Each public school district and private 
high school selects one nominee to compete for the scholarships. Nominees submit essays 
and the scholarship recipients are chosen on the basis of their academic credentials and 
their essays. 

The Vocational Gold Seal Endorsement Scholarship Program, initiated in 1991, is a 
program similar to the Undergraduate Scholars' Fund, but is geared toward students 
enrolled in vocational technical programs. The Vocational Endorsement Scholarehip 
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Program awarded 900 students this year with scholarships of $2,000. To be eligible, 
students must complete a high school vocational program, earning a minimum CPA of 
3.5 in vocational courses and an overall CPA of at least 3.0. 



Future Initiatives 

• The State Board of Education has developed an electronic student record system that will 
be Mly operational by fall 1992. This system will maintain records on students 
beginning in kindergarten, and will electronically transfer a student's records to the next 
institution when the student graduates or transfers. This system would allow the records 
to be transferred not only forward, but also backwards so that the records of students 
attending a postsecondary institution may be transferred back to the high school from 
which the student graduated. 

• Under consideration by the Board of Regents is the addition of three new mathematics 
courses which may be accepuble in fulfilling the mathematics course admissions 
requirement. 



Contacts 

Dr. Frederick Atherton 
Education Policy Director 
Florida Education Center 
Room 1314 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(904) 488-1721 

Dr. Bruce Mitchell 

Director of Research, Florida Board of Regents 
State University System of Florida 
325 W. Gaines St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1950 
(904) 487-8028 

Claudia Laham 

Assistant Director of Research 
State University System of Rorida 
325 W. Gaines St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1950 
(904) 487-8028 
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Liz Sweeney 

Administrator of State Scholarships and Lx>ans 
norida Education Center. Room 1344 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(904) 488-1034 
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Admissions Requirements 

• The latest change to the state admission standards policy occurrcd in late 1983. with full 
implementation in effect for the graduating high school class of 1988. The change was 
the result of a joint agreement between the Board of Regents and the State Departmem 
of Education. Specifically, the change was a shift in policy from recommending subject 
standards to requiring them. Most of the publicity discussing the change in detail was 
handled by the State Department of Education, with each high school in the state 
receiving an informational brochure. 

• Students seeking admission to a four-year state institution must provide evidence of high 
school graduation or GED certification. Eligible students must submit SAT or ACT 
scores and have a minimum GPA of 1.8 in all academic courses. Entrance exam scores 
may be used to detemiine placement status for freshman courses. In addition, the 
following academic high school courses are required: 

Subject 

English (College Preparatory) 
Mathematics (Algebra I & II and Geometry) 
Science (2 years of Laboratory Science and 

1 year of Physical Science) 
Social Science (U.S. History. World History, 

and 1/2 year of both Economics and 

Government) 
Foreign Language 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• The Georgia Board of Regents has developed two systems that provide infonnaiion to 
school district officials and high school principals on the performance of their graduates 
in college. 

• Under the first system, in operation for approximately 20 years, all public postsecondary 
institutions arc required to report basic student summary data to the Board of Regents. 
These data include the overall freshmen GPA» the number and percentage of students 
enrolled in remedial courses, mean high school GPA, SAT scores, and quarter hours 
attempted. The data report the acliievement of a high schooPs graduates across all 34 
postsecondary institutions in the system as a whole-ihey do not break down the 
achievement data by specific institution. The Board compiles the information and 
distributes it to local school superintendents and high school principals. 
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4 years 
3 years 
3 years 

3 years 
2 years 
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The second system, in its first year of implementation, is intended to provide information 
on freshmen from a particular high school and their achievement at a specific 
postsecondary institurion. In addition to overall CPA figures, the report wiU feature 
achievement data for cone freshman classes. The Board hopes that with more specific 
information available to high schools, a meaningftil impact on high school curriculum wiU 
occur. This program is being implemented on a limited basis, with 135 out of 
approximately 500 high schools participating because of some school difficulties 
complying with privacy rules. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

The Governor's Scholarship Program was established in 1985 and is designed to reward 
Georgia Scholars for their efforts, Georgia Scholars are graduating high school seniors 
who have demonstrated academic excellence and are involved and exhibited leadership 
in extracurricular and community activities. The award can be used at any Georgia 
postsecondary institution. 

To become a Georgia Scholar a student must meet ail of the following requirements: 
a minimum score of 1300 on the SAT at one sitting; 

earned 22 units of credit including three years of Science (including one year of 
Chemistry or Physics); four years of Mathematics (including one year of 
Algebra I); three years of Social Studies (including Economics and Citizenship, 
World History, and U.S. Studies); four years of English; and two years of a 
foreign language; 

academic study in the arts; 

a 3.75 CPA or rank in the upper 10 percent of his graduating class; 
95 percent attendance in grades 9-12; 

competed in 3 interscholastic events or has achieved recognition in interscholastic 
events (e.g., athletic team captain); 

led at least two extracurricular activities sponsored by the school; 

led youth activities outside of school; 

registered to vote, if eligible; and 

exhibited high self-esteem and concern for others. 
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One-hundred and fifty-one high school seniors received the $1,540 scholarship in the 
1991-92 academic year. 

In 1991. the Govemor^s Scholarship Program was extended to special types of students. 
The extension allows high school valedictorians, salutatorians, and STAR Students (a 
student deemed by a principal to be the most academically talented student at the high 
school-e.g., the student who earned the highest combined SAT score) to automatically 
receive the $1,540 scholarship without having to meet the defined eligibility criteria. 
With this extension, 399 additional students became eligible for the award, bringing the 
total number of awards for the 1991-92 year to 550. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no mitiatives under consideration or being developed at present 



Contacts 

William Flook 

Manager, Grants and Scholarships 
Georgia Student Finance Commission 
2082 East Exchange Place 
Tucker, GA 30084 
(404) 493-5402 

Dr. Haskin Pounds 

Vice Chancellor for Research and Planning 

Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia 

244 Washington Street, SW 

AUanta. GA 30334 

(404) 656-2202 
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Admissions Requirements 



The Faculty Senate of each campus of the University of Hawaii detemiines admissions 
requiremenis for baccalaureate programs, subject to the approval of the Board of Regents, 
(One of the three campuses that grant baccalaureate degrees, the Univereity of Hawaii at 
West Oahu, is a two-year upper level institution, therefore it will not be discussed,) 



University of Hawaii at Manoa 



The current requirements for admission arc: minimum SAT scores of 430 Verbal and 430 
Math, a minimum high school GPA of 3.2, and the completion of the following college 
preparatory curriculum: 

Subject Current Regs, 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 2 years 

Science 2 years 



University of Hawaii at Hilo 



The current admissions requirements are a mSnimum high school GPA of 2.0, minimimi 
SAT scores of 400 Verbal and 400 Math, and the completion of the following college 
prcparatoiy curriculum: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 1 year 

Science 2 yeare 

Effective fall of 1992, the requirements for admission will be the completion of the 
following college preparatory curriculimi and a minimum high school GPA of 3.0; a 
minimum high school GPA of 2.5 and an 800 combined SAT score; or a 2.0 high school 
GPA, an 800 combined SAT score, and a letter of recommendation from a high school 
teacher or counselor. 

Subject Effective 1992 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 2 years 

Science 2 years 
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Community Colleges 

Two-year campuses of the university are open lo all snidenis with a high school diploma 
or the equivalent, or who are at least 18 years old. 

Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

Although there are no state reporting requirements* the two four- year campuses of the 
University of Hawaii provide high schools with student performance data. 

The University of Hawaii at Manoa has provided enrollment and summary GPA data to 
high schools for over twenty years. However, since 1989, the university has additionally 
provided liigh schools with the individual freshman year course and grade information of 
their graduates. 

For the past ten years, the University of Hawaii at Hilo has provided high schools with 
a list of their graduates currently enrolled at the university, their class level, and their 
progress toward a degree. 



Statewide Merit Aid Progranis 

• The Regents Scholars program was established in 1987 and awards scholarships to 20 
students annually. To qualify for the awards, students must have a minimum high school 
GPA of 3.5, a 1200 combined score on the SAT, and rank in the top five percent of their 
class. Recipients receive a tuition- waiver (approximately $l,340/year) and $2,000 per 
semester for other expenses. In addition, they are awarded a one-time $2,000 travel grant 
which can be used during their sophomore or junior year. Recipients must be full-time 
students and maintain a 3.5 GPA or higher lo remain eligible for the awards. 



Future Initiatives 

There are no initiatives related to these issues currently under consideration. 
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Contacts 

Annabclle Fong 
Director of Financial Aid 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
2442 Campus Road 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
(808) 956-7251 

Jan Heu 

Assistant to Direaor of Admissions and Records 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
2530 Dole Street 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
(808) 956-8975 

Carl Makino 

Administrative Assistant to Commissioner of Higher Education 

Ssate Posisecondaiy Education Commission 

University of Hawaii 

2444 Dole Street 

Honolulu. HI 96822 

(808) 956-8213 

Jim West 

Coordinator of Admissions 
University of Hawaii at Hilo 
Hilo, HI 96720 
(808) 933-3315 
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Admissions Requirements 



In 1990, the State Board of Education modified its high school course requirements for 
admission to four-year state institutions to the following: 

Subject As of Fall 1991 Prior to Fall 1991 

English 4 years 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years 2 years 

Natural Science 3 years 2 years 

Social Science 2 1/2 years 2 1/2 yeare 

Humanities/Foreign Language 1 year 2 years 

Other College Preparation 1 1/2 years 

(includes vocational/technical, 

speech/debate, foreign language 

or performing aits) 

In addition to course requirements, four-year institutions also require high school 
graduates to submit SAT or ACT scores ^^'hich can determine the status of their admission 
(e.g., regular or provisional). 

Currendy, admission to a two-year institution requires a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

The State Board of Education requires that four-year institutions adopt a mechanism for 
reporting to high schools the academic progress of their recent graduates in college. The 
amount of information reported to high schools varies by institution. 

At the completion of the fall semester, the University of Idaho reports tlie average overall 
freshman GPA and average grades earned in freshman core courses for each high school's 
graduates as part of its Feedback Report. 

On request, Idaho State University and Boise State University will provide high schools 
with informadon on their graduates. Idaho State provides: enrollment profiles by high 
school, type of degree program a student enrolled in, average number of credits earned, 
average GPA by major, and cumulative GPA figunpis. Boise State provides: average 
freshman GPA, majors declared, and number of credit hours taken. 

The admissions office at Lewis-Clark College sends cumulative GPA figures to high 
school guidance counselors. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The State of Idaho Scholarship program was established in 1974 and provides Idaho high 
school graduates who have a GPA of at least 3.0 with a maximum award of $2,500. 

• Twenty- five percent of the budget for new awards must be distributed to students entering 
vocational schools. The remaining awards may be applied to any two- or four-year 
postsecondary institution in the state, public or private. 

• Approximately 100 new and continuing awards are granted each year. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no new initiatives under consideration at present that relate to these policy 
areas. 



Contacts 

Delores Harris 
Scholarship Assistant 
State Board of Education 
650 West State Street #307 
Boise, ID 83720 
(208) 334-2270 

Dr. Vicki Johnson 

Student and Minority Affairs Officer 
State Board of Education 
650 West State Street #307 
Boise, ID 83720 
(208) 334-2270 

Kay Maurin 

Administrative Assistant 
University of Idaho 
Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 885-6731 
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Admissions Requirements 



The 1989 session of the lUipois Gene^^ Assembly established minimum high school 
course requirements for admission to public universities for the fall of 1993. 

The law requires a student to complete at least 15 units of high school coursework 
including: 

Effective 



Subject Fall 1993 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years 

Science 3 years 

Social Studies 3 years 

Electives (vocational education, 2 years 



foreign language, music, or an) 

The statute includes a flexibility provision that permits universities to redistribute up to 
3 of the 15 units among the subjea areas. However, no more than one unit each from 
Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, and Electives may be redistributed to any of the 
other 5 categories of coursework. 

At present, the Board of Higher Education recommends that students complete a 15 unit 
high school curriculum, like that established for 1993; however, this curriculum is not 
required. 

Information outlining the new admissions requirements is provided by all public 
universities along with other information about admissions in their regular publications. 
Additionally, the Board of Higher Education plans to send a summary of the requirements 
to each high school in the state. 

The new legislation does not specifically address admissions requirements at community 
coDeges. Currently, students may gain entrance to a community college with the 
presentation of a high school diploma or GED. However, for those students seeking to 
apply to a baccalaureate transfer program, requirements similar to those for the public 
universities for fall 1993 will be required. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

Since 1989, the Board of Higher Education has recommended that state colleges and 
universities report to local high schools the academic progress of their graduates in 
college. All 12 public institutions and 50 community colleges are involved in this 
practice. 
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The 12 public universities compile a two-part report for the state high schools. The first 
section identifies the individual student by name and provides infomiation describing 
which institution the individual is attending and what major has been declared. The 
second section supplies aggregate data on academic achievement. Though this section 
does not identify each student by name, it does supply achievement data for graduates 
from a specific high school as a group. Average grades earned are reported for remedial, 
regular, or advanced core classes for freshmen. Data are also reported comparing 
graduates from individual high schools with students statewide. 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is responsible for compiling Uie data from 
each postsecondary instinjlion, producing Uie report, and distributing it to the 
superintendents of approximately 800 high school districts. Coordination of this report 
is overseen by a committee composed of representatives from each tmiversiiy's 
institutional research office. 

Community colleges are involved in a similar practice which reports information on a 
regional basis, encompassing several high school districts, rather than a high school-level 
basis. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

The Illinois Merit Recognition Scholarship Program, initiated in 1986, grants a one-time 
$1,000 award to each high school senior who, at the end of the 7lh high school semester 
or the fall of the senior year, is in the top 5 percent of his class. There is no need criteria 
for this award, it is solely based on academic achievement. The award can be used at any 
postsecondary institution in the state, public or private. 



Future Initiatives 

• Currently, there are no new initiatives under consideration relating to these issue areas. 
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Contacts 

KatMeen F. Kelly 
Associate Director 
Academic Affairs 

State of Illinois Board of Higher Education 

500 Reisch Building 

4 West Old Capitol Square 

Springfield, IL 62701 

(217) 782-2551 

Marsha Thompson 
Associate Director 
Fiscal Affairs 

State of Illinois Board of Higiicr Education 

500 Reisch Building 

4 West Old Capitol Square 

Springfield, IL 62701 

(217) 782-2551 
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Admissions Requirements 

• There are seven stale-funded postsecondary systems in Indiana. Admissions requirements 
and standards are set by each system's Board of Trustees. Several systems have modified 
their admissions requirements recently; however, the state has not been involved in these 
actions. The seven systems arc: Ball State University, Indiana State University, Indiana 
University, Purdue University, University of Southem Indiana, Vincennes Colleges, and 
Indiana Vocational Technical Colleges. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

Since 1979, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education has annually collected data on 
all postsecondary students attending Indiana institutions. However, it was not until 1990 
that the Commission provided the data to state high schools. The 1990 report to high 
schools contained enrollment profiles for each high school's graduates and overall 
freshmen GPA at a particular institution. This report was produced on a preliminary basis 
and the Coirunission expects that when staffing shortages and funding disputes are 
rectified, this report will be sent to high schools annually. 

• In addition to this state initiative, several four-year institutions provide varying amounts 
of feedback to high schools. Reporting efforts range from an informal reception 
sponsored by Indiana University for high school counselors to meet with their former 
students, now attending the university, to a printout sent to high schools by Ball State 
University listing SAT scores, high school class rank, average GPA of freshmen, and 
grades earned by course. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Hoosiers Scholars Program was established by the state legislature in 1981 and 
provides Indiana high school graduates with a one time award of $500. Each high school 
in the state is guaranteed at least one award with a maximum of three awards, dictated by 
the size of the graduating class. The award is given to graduating high school seniors in 
the top 20 percent of their class who inteixl to attend an Indiana postsecondary institution 
on a fill]- time basis. For the 1991-92 awanl period, 791 awards were granted. 



Special State Features 

In 1986, the Indiana General Assembly created the Indiana College Placement and 
Assessment Center (ICPAC) to assist the residents of Indiana in planning and preparing 
for their education and work goals. ICPAC offers a variety of services to meet the needs 
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of students, parents, educators, counselors, and school administrators. Among its services, 
ICPAC encourages eaiiy preparation forpostsecondaiy education by distributing materials 
to students on finarxial aid and specific infonnation on all of the colleges and universities 
in Indiana. ICPAC also administers a survey to all ninth-graders in the state to assess 
preparation for college and identify post high school plans. Resulting reports provide 
students and high schools with the student*s level of perfomiance in reading, language, 
and mathematics accompanied by suggestions for improvement where necessary. An 
emphasis is placed on the importance of these subjects in the post high school world- 
school or work. Finally, reports are tailored to the student's post high school aspirations. 
These reports are just one example of the services ICPAC offers Indiana students. In 
1991, this unique resource center provided approximately 260,000 students and families, 
and over 5,000 educators with publications and other materials. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no new initiatives currently under development 



Contacts 
Ken Sauer 

Assistant Commissioner for Academic Affairs 
Commission for Higher Education 
101 West Ohio Street 
Suite 550 

Indianapolis. IN 46204 
(317) 232-1900 

Kathleen White 

Director of Grant and Scholarship Division 
State Student Assistant Commission 
150 West Market Street 
5th Floor 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 232-2350 
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Admissions Requirements 

The Board of Regents requires prospective students to graduate in the upper half of their 
high school class. Additional admissions requirements arc set by the university systems. 

University of Northern Iowa 

In 1988, the University of Northern Iowa added high school course requirements to its 
existing class rank requirement for admission. Students seeking admission to this 
imiversity must complete the following high school courses: 



Subject Current Regs. 

English (1 year of composition) 4 years 

Mathematics (Algebra I and above) 3 years 

Science 2 years* 

Social Studies 3 years 

Electives 2 years 



* In 1995. this will be increased to three years. 
University of Iowa 

• In order to be eligible for admission, prospective students must graduate in the upper one- 
half of their class or meet an admission index level (detemiined by a formula combining 
class rank and icu scores), submit ACT or SAT scores, and complete the following high 
school courses: 



Subject Currcnt Regs. 

English (emphasis on analysis and 4 years 
interpretation of literature, 
composition, and speech) 

Mathematics (Algebra I and above) 3-4 years* 

Science (biology, chemistry, and physics) 3 years 

Social Studies 2-3 years* 

Foreign Language 2 years 



* requirements vary by specific college 

The high school course requirement went into effect fall 1990 and the admission index 
option was added in 1991, Prior to fall 1990. students could be admitted if they 
graduated in the top one-half of their class and submitted test scores. 
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Iowa State University 

• In 1990, the university added high school course requirements to the Board of Regents' 
class rank requirement. Prospective students must now complete the following high 
school curriculum: 



Subject Current Reqs> 

English/Language Arts (emphasizing 4 years 
writing, speaking, and reading) 

Mathematics (Algebra I and above) 3 years 

Science (biology, chemistry, and physics) 3 years 

Social Studies 2-3 years* 

Foreign Language 2 years* 



* requirements vary by specific college 
Community Colleges 

• All 15 of the Slate's community colleges maintain an open access policy. Admission 
requirements may be demanded for acceptance into specific programs. 

Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• While there is no state policy requiring institutions to report back to high schools, the 
three university systems in Iowa-University of Iowa, University of Northern Iowa, and 
Iowa State University-have collaborated to provide high schools with performance data 
on their graduates. 

• In 1984, registrar and admissions officers of the three university systems agreed that each 
would send information on performance to high schools. The reports include data on 
individual students and on high school graduates as a group. Specific data items include: 
high school class rank; ACT score; number of hours attempted and GPA for the first term; 
cumulative GPA and hours attempted for the first year, total hours earned for the first 
year, and enrollment status in freshman English and mathematics courses (remedial, 
regular, or accelerated). Also, the cimiulative freshman GPA of the group of graduates 
is compared to the cumulative GPA of similar students. And, graduates are compared to 
all incoming students at each institution by ACT score and class rank. 

High schools receiving this information sign a confidentiality form to ensure the privacy 
of the students identified. Participating high schools receive three reports, one from each 
system. All three reports utilize the same fomiat, providing high schools with 
comprehensive and uniform information on their graduates. 
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Each system sends similar infonnation to community colleges to update them on the 
perfomance of their transfer students at the universities. 



Statevride Merit Aid Programs 

Established in 1965 by the Iowa Legislature, the Stale of Iowa Scholarships program 
distributes a maximum award of $400 to academically strong high school seniors. To be 
eligible, students must rank in the top 15 percent of their class and submit ACT lest 
scores. The amount of the award given is determined by the number of units the student 
completes in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and foreign language. 
The award can be used at any postsecondary institution including vocational schools, 
community colleges, and four-year institutions. Furthermore^ the award is renewable for 
four years. Approximately 2,000 students receive an award each year. 



Future Initiatives 

At present, there are no initiatives under development that address these issues. 



Contacts 

Robert Barak 

Director of Academic Affairs 
State Board of Regents 
Old Historical Building 
E>es Moines, I A 50319 
(515) 281-3934 

Catherine Basset 

Associate Director of Admissions 

Admissions Visitor Center - Bowman Hall 

University of Iowa 

Iowa City, lA 52240-9977 

(319) 335-3847 

Justine Foley 
Program Planner 

Iowa College Student Aid Commission 

201 Jewett Building 

914 Grand Ave. 

Des Moines, lA 50309 

(515) 281-3501 
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Vem Hawkins 

Assistant Director of Admissions 
Office of Admissions 
Iowa State University 
Alumni HaU 
Ames» lA 50011 
(515) 294-5836 

Dan Schofield 

Assistant Director of Admissions/High School Relations 

Office of Admissions 

University of Northern Iowa 

120 Gilchrist Hall 

Cedar Falls. lA 50614-0018 

(319) 273-2281 

Jack Wielenga 
Director of Admissions 
University of Northern Iowa 
120 Gilchrist HaU 
Cedar Falls, lA 50614-0018 
(319) 273-2281 

Bob Yeager 

Assistant Chief Bureau of Educational and Student Services 

Department of Education 

Division of Community Colleges 

Grimes State Office Building 

Des Moines, lA 50319-0146 

(515) 281-8260 
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Admissions Requirements 



Kansas residents may be admitted to any state university or community college with the 
attainment of a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• The Kansas Board of Regents, which governs the six public universities in the state, does 
not require its institutions to provide high schools with the performance of their recent 
graduates in college. Similarly, the State Department of Education does not require its 
19 community colleges to report back to high schools. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Kansas Board of Regents administers the Vocational Education Scholarship program 
that assists students enrolling in postsecondary vocational programs. Eligible recipients 
must take the state administered Differential Aptitude Test and score in the top 100. This 
program was established in 1987 and recipients are awarded $405; which may be renewed 
if the program is longer than one year. For the 1990-91 academic year, 80 students 
received this scholarship. 



Future InitiatSves 



The Kansas General Assembly is developing a bill that would establish admission 
standards for the Board of Regents* universities. All pi^posed policies would go into 
effect beginning with the 1995-96 academic year. 

Under this bill. Kansas high school graduates would be eligible for admission to the state 
universities if the graduate meets one of the following: 

1) completed the foU-'ving high school curriculum with a 2.0 GPA: 

Subject Proix^sed for FaU 1995 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years 

Social Studies 3 years 

Natural or Physical Science 3 years 

Foreign Language 2 years 
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2) earned a 23 or higher on the ACT; or 

3) graduated in the upper one-third of their high school class, 

• Included in this bill, Kansas residents under 21 years of age may be admitted if they have 
earned a GED with an overall score of 50 or higher 

• It is also proposed that institutions may have a 15 percent exemption pool for students not 
meeting these requirements. 

• Finally, Kansas resident transfer students would be admitted if they have earned 24 hours 
of transferable credit and have a GPA or 2.0 or higher, 

• At present, this bill is under discussion at the committee level and it is not certain when 
it will reach the General Assembly. 



Contacts 

N. Christine Crenshaw 
Director of Student Financial Aid 
Kansas Board of Regents 
Capitol Tower, Suite 609 
400 Southwest Eighth St, 
Topcka, KS 66603 
(913) 296-3517 

Joe Emmons 

Community College Specialist 
State Department of Education 
120 Southeast Tenth St. 
Topeka, KS 66612 
(913) 296-2635 

Martine Hammond-Paludan 
Director of Academic Affair's 
Kansas Board of Regents 
Capitol Tower, Suite 609 
400 Southwest Eighth, St. 
Topeka, KS 66603 
(913) 296-3517 
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Admissions Requirements 



In 1987, the Council on Higher Education added high school course requirements to its 
existing minimum requirements of a high school diploma or GED and the submission of 
ACT scores for admission to a state university. In an effort to reduce the demand for 
remedial instruction in college, particularly in mathematics, the Council decided in 1991 
to strengthen the course requirements. The new course requirements will not go into 
effect until the fall of 1995 to give students and leachere ample time to adjust. 



Subject 



Current Regs. 



Effective 1995 



English 
Mathematics 



Science 



Social Studies 



4 years 

3 years (Algebra I 

or II, Geometry, ?nd 

additional elective 
2 years (Biology, Chemistry 

or Physics; and an elective, 1 

must be a lab) 

2 years (World Civ. and either 
U.S. History, or AP American 
History) 



4 years 

3 yeare (Algebra 1 & II. 
and Geometry) 

2 years (Biology and either 
Chemistry or Kiysics; 1 
must be a lab) 

2 years (World Civ. and 

either U,S. History or AP 

American History 



In addition to adopting high school course requirements in 1987, the Council allowed 
universities to have an exemption pool of first-time freshmen who did not meet the 
admissions requirements. The exemption pool was not to exceed 20 percent of the total 
number of first-time fineshmen applicants admitted. In 1991, the Council reduced this pool 
from 20 percent to 5 percent on the following schedule: 15 percent for fall 1992, 10 
percent for fall 1993, and 5 percent for fall 1994. 



Admission to any Kentucky community college requires a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Performance 

In 1986, the Kentucky Council on Higher Education contracted with American College 
Testing Corporation (ACT) to produce two pilot reports on the academic performance of 
freshmen in coUege. The pilot reports used data on the fineshman class of 1987 and were 
released in 1989. 

• The first report was sent to state high schools and provided college attendance, 
enrollment, and perfomance patterns. The infomation was presented for the individual 
high school, its educational region, and the state as a whole. Specific attendance and 
enrollment measures reponed included: number of spring graduates; number of fall 
freshmen; return rate from fall to spring semesters; percent of college-going graduates 
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enrolled as fuU-time college students; type of degree being pursued; the five most attended 
state institutions by spring graduates; and enrollment of spring graduates by institution 
type. Pcrfoimance measures were reported separately for two- and four-year institutions. 
Specific perfomance measures presentee included: percent of students taking remedial 
and advanced English and math courses; high school and college grades earned in English 
and math courses (remedial courses omitted); overall college CPA; average credit hours 
attempted and earned; and credit hours attempted and earned and college GPA by ACT 
score range. 

ACT produced a second similar report for the state institutions, using many of the same 
measures. The report provided postsecondary institutions with attendance and 
performance data for their first-time undergraduates who were spring high school 
graduates. Infomiation in this report was presented by the specific institution and the state 
as a whole. 

While some reporting difficulties were encountered duri:ig implementation of the pilot 
reports* the Council and ACT have rectified these problems and plan to release the firs: 
full reports this spring. They also expect to produce subsequent reports on an annual 
basis. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Kentucky does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

• The Kentucky General Assembly has discussed the development of a merit aid program 
to entice high achieving high school students, who would otherwise attend an out-of-state 
institution, to pursue their higher education in Kentucky. Further discussions have been 
deferred until budgetary disputes are resolved. 

Contacts 
Brian Daly 

Associate Director for Planning and Accountability 

Council on Higher Education 

West Frankfort Office Complex 

1050 U.S. 127 South. Suite 101 

Frankfort, KY 4060 M395 

(502) 564-3553 
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Michael Gardone 

Deputy Executive Director of Academic Affairs 

Council on Higher Education 

West Frankfort Office Complex 

1050 U.S. 127 South. Suite 101 

Frankfort, KY 4060M395 

(502) 564-3553 

Susan Leib 

Associate Director of Academic Affairs 
Council on Higher Education 
West Frankfort Office Complex 
1050 U.S. 127 South. Suite 101 
Frankfort, KY 4060 M395 
(502) 564-3553 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Admissions requirements are set by the governing boards at the three university systems— 
Lx)uisiana Sute University, Southern University, and the Board of Tnistees system, 

• Most state universities in Louisiana require prospective students to earn a high school 
diploma or pass the GED. However, three universities have adopted additional 
requirements for admission: Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge, the University 
of New Oiieans. and Louisiana Technological University. 



Feedback ft^om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• Since 1985, Louisiana state universities have been required by law to provide high schools 
with the performance of their recent graduates in college. These reports supply 
infonnation for students from each high school, categorized by student ACT range. The 
universities report the number of students requiring developmental education and the 
developmental education courses taken. Additionally, the reports indicate whether 
students complete their first temi "in good standing" (i.e., experienced no suspensions or 
expulsions). The reports are provided only for each student's first semester in college. 
Copies of these reports are given to the State Department of Education in order to compile 
summary reports. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The T. H. Harris Scholarships, initiated in 1940, are awarded to students on the basis of 
high school GPA and ACT scores. Scholarship recipients must have a cumulative high 
school GPA of at least 3.0 and submit ACT scores. The scholarships are awarded to first- 
time freshmen graduating from high school within the past two years. To continue 
receiving the award, recipients must earn a 3.0 GPA after the first 24 semester hours in 
college and for each academic year afterwards. Recipients are given $400 per year, and 
in the 1991-92 academic year, 1,700 awards were granted. 

• The High School Rally Scholarships, initiated in 1971, are awarded to winners of the 
High School Rally Literary ConiesL The High School Rally Literary Contest consists of 
42 events (in categories such as English, Mathematics, Foreign Language, and Computer 
Literacy) in which students may compete. Competitors take 50-minute tests in the events 
chosen and receive scores based on their performance on those tests. The highest scorers 
in each event are wimiers of the contest. Winners who attend a Louisiana postsecondary 
instinition receive a one-time award, through the High School Rally Scholarehips, of $500. 
In 1991-92, 23 awards were granted. 
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The Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarships, initiated in 1981, are awarded lo students 
pursuing undergraduate or graduate courses of study in Wildlife. Forestry, or Marine 
Science. To be eligible for the scholarship entering freshmen must have a minimum high 
school GPA of 2,5 and submit ACT results. To continue receiving the award, recipients 
must earn a 2.5 GPA after the first 24 semester hours in college and for each academic 
year afterwards. Recipients must obtain a degree in Wildlife. Forestry, or Marine Science 
or repay the scholarship plus interest. Recipients are awarded $1,000 per year, and in the 
1991-92 academic year. 60 scholarships were distributed. 



Future Initiatives 

• No other initiatives are under consideration concerning these issues. 



Contacts 

Karen Akin 

Wrector of Admissions 

Louisiana Technological University 

P.O. Box 3178 

Ruston. LA 71272 

(318) 257-3036 

Winona Walker Kahao 

Direaor. Scholarships and Grants Division 

Office of Student Financial Assistance 

P.O. Box 91202 

Baton Rouge. LA 70821-9202 

(504) 922-1150 

Archie Lejeune 

Assistant Director. Division of Sujdent Affairs 

Louisiana State University 

P.O. Box 16003 

Baton Rouge, LA 70893 

(504) 388-1548 
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Mark Norm and 
Admissions Counselor 
Thomas Boyd Hall, Room 110 
Office of Admissions 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
(504) 388-1175 

Charlene Spears 

Manager, Administrative Services 
Office of Admissions - UNO 
Administration Building 103 
UNO Lakefront 
New Orleans, LA 70148 
(504) 286-6000 

Dr. Larry Tremblay 

Assistant Commissioner for Planning and Research 
Louisiana Board of Regents 
150 Riverside Mall. Suite 129 
Baton Rouge. LA 70801 
(504) 342-4253 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Admissions requirements for the University of Maine System vary by campus and even 
by school within each campus. Admissions requirements are primarily determined by the 
program being pursued within the school. These requirements range in intensity from 
open admission to selective admission for engineering programs. 

• Maine does not have any two-year institutions; neariy all four-year institutions have two- 
year programs within their four-year programs. 

Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• Currently, a statewide feedback network for high school graduates attending state 
universities does not exist. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The state does not administer merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

• Future im'tiatives concerning feedback, admission standards, and statewide merit aid 
programs are not under consideration at the present time. 

Contacts 

Kim Johnston 
Undergraduate Admissions 
University of Maine at Orono 
Orono, ME 04473 
(207) 58M561 

Kent Price 

Assistant Vice Chancellor 
University of Maine System 
107 Maine Avenue 
Bangor. ME 04401 
(207) 947-0336 



60 



7^ 



MARYLAND 



Admissions Requirements 



The Reorganization Act of 1988 consolidated the five campuses of the University of 
Maryland (Baltimore. Baltimore County, College Parte, Eastern Shore, and the Univereity 
of Maryland University College) with the six campuses formerly under the State Board 
of Tmstees (Bowie State, Coppin State, Frostburg State. Salisbury State University. 
Towson Slate, and the University of Baltimore). These 11 campuses are now under the 
University of Maryland System. 

Prior to the consolidation, each system had its own set of admissions requirements. With 
consolidation imminent, officials of boUi systems met to review and clarify their 
respective requirements in each academic subject area. The intent was to move toward 
one consistent set of couree requirements for entrance to any of the 1 1 institutions. 

The univereity conferees, together with secondary education officials, analyzed state high 
school curricula and produced a guide entitied the University of Maryland System - 
Freshman Admissions Requirements: A Guide to High School Preparation for Admission 
to the University of Maryland System. This guide outiined minimum systemwide 
admissions requirements and specified which high school courses in each school system 
would fulfill these requirements. The foUowing high school courees were defined, with 
full implementation in effect fall 1992: 



In general, both systems retained the same level of admissions requirements they had prior 
to the 1988 consolidation-witii one important exception: All 11 institutions now added 
a foreign language requirement of one year (implemented in 1991) and two years starting 
in 1992. For tiiis. die conferees alerted die high schools to give diem time to hire needed 
teachers. 

In addition to course requirements, a high school grade point average of C or better is 
required for systemwide admission. 



Subject 



Effective 
Fall 1992 



English (emphasizing composition and literature) 
Social Science (including U.S. History, Government, 

and World Civilization 
Laboratory Science 

Madiematics (Algebra I & II and Geometry) 
Foreign Language 



4 years 
3 years 



2 years 

3 years 
2 years 
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In addition to ihese minimum requirements most university departments, programs, and 
majors have additional requirements, - 

The University of Maryland System also saw a need to communicate to the high schools 
its expectations of competencies to be mastered by high school students in various 
academic areas. To serve this purpose, a second document was written, a short booklet 
titled: University of Maryland Freshman Admissions Requirements, 1991: A Guide to 
High School Preparation for Admission to University of Maryland System Institutions. 
This booklet states, very broadly, the competencies every student seeking admission 
should master. These listed competencies are the broadest of generalities, not tailored to 
any individual course. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

The Maryland Higher Education Reorganization Act of 1988 required the development 
of a university system-based reporting system to infonn high schools of the academic 
progress of their recent graduates in college. To implement this legislation, the Maryland 
Higher Education Commission, through meetings with secondary school officials, 
established an individual student tracking system that is being used for the first time in 
1991-92. The resulting Student Outcomes Achievement Report (SOAR) will present the 
performance of the June 1991 high school graduates who entered a Maryland public two- 
or four-year institution. 

The data reported will include college attendance, major declared, grade point average, 
remedial course activity, and demographic data. In addition to individual reporting, a 
summary report will go to each high school, reporting freshman math and English grades 
for 1991 graduates, by postsecondary institution. The Higher Education Commission will 
send the SOAR directly to high schools. 



State>\'ide Merit Aid Programs 

The Distinguished Scholar Program, established in 1979, awards a maximum of $3,000 
(renewable for three years) to academically superior or anistically talented high school 
seniors. For consideration through academics, a student must have a CPA of 3.7 or 
higher. Other factors considered are SAT scores and if the student was deemed a 
National Merit Achievement Finalist For consideration thr^^ugh talent, a high school may 
nominate a student exceptionally talented in dance, drama, or the fine arts. Each school 
may nominate five such students, and it is optional lo include GPA or SAT scores with 
these nominations. The program awards 350 scholarships each year, and the award is 
applicable at any Maryland postsecondary instinition. 
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Future Initiatives 

• There are no new initiatives under consideration at this time. 



Contacts 
Charles Benil 

Information Systems Director 
Maryland Hi^er Education Commission 
16 Francis Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(301) 974-2971 

Dr. Jean Hunter 

Executive Director 

Slate Board for Community Colleges 

45 Calvert Street 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

(301) 974-2881 

Joan Marionni 

Editor/Analysi 

Office of Academic Affairs 

University of Maryland System 

3300 Metrerott Road 

Adelphi, MD 20783 

(301) 853-3698 

Margaret Riley 

State Scholarship Administration 
Maryland Higher Education Commission 
16 Francis Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(301; 974-5370» ext. 156 

Muriel Sloan 

Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs 

University of Maryland - College Paric 

1 120 Francis Scott Key Drive 

CoUege Paiic, MD 20742 

(301)405-6825 
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Admissions Requirements 



The latest change lo the state admission standards policy, defining eligibility for admission 
to a four-year public state institution, occurred in 1984. Full implementation of this 
policy took effect in 1988. The Board of Regents established a two-part policy, with 
eligible students meeting the Coursework Unit Requirements and an Admission Eligibility 
Index. 

Tne Coursewcik Unit Requirements comprise a set of high school academic courses that 
must be successfully completed for admission: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English (emphasis on reading, writing, composition, 4 yeare 
and literature) 

Mathematics (Algebra I & II, Geometry, 3 yeare 

Trigonometry and Mathematical Analysis) 
Natural and Physical Sciences (Laboratory-based; 2 years 

Social Science (1 year of U.S. History and 

Government) 

Foreign Language 2 years 

Electives 3 years 

The Admissions Eligibility Index is a combination of high school class rank and SAT 
scores. Wtule state colleges and universities have different index requirements, both 
require successful completion of the high school course requirements. 



Feedback ft-om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

Currently, there are no state institutions providing information to high schools on the 
academic preparation of their students for college. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The current "talent waivers" -scholarships based on athletic ability or academic merit- 
offene^d by the state are being phased out, with 1991-92 the last academic year of activity. 
For the foreseeable future, all state-supported financial aid will be exclusively need-based. 
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Future Initiatives 

Currently there are no initiatives under consideration that relate to feedback systems, 
admission standards, or merit aid programs. 

Contact 

Joe Joyce 

Associate Vice Chancellor - Academic Affairs 
Massachusetts Higher Education Coordinating Council 
One Ashbunon Place • Room, KOI 
Boston. MA 02108 
(617) 727-7785 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Admissions requirements to public four-year institutions are detennined by each 
institution's Board of Trustees. AU institutions have ACT or SAT test scores and CPA 
requirements. 

• In 1991, Michigan's public universities agreed that all students who graduate from high 
school in 1995 or later must meet minimum course requirements to be eligible for regular 
admission. The minimum couise requirements will be: 

Effective 

Subject Fall 1995 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years (4 years strongly recommended) 

Biological and Physical Sciences 2 years (3 years, including 1 lab course, 

strongly recommended) 
History and the Social Sciences (include 3 years 
U.S. History and World History) 

• The following courses are strongly recommended: three years of foreign language; one 
year of Computer Science; and two years of Fine Arts. 

• Most of Michigan's 29 community colleges do not require students to meet any 
requirements for admission. However, several community colleges require a high school 
diploma or GED and may also have CPA and ACT test score requirements. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• In 1990, Michigan enacted a law tliat requires all public universities to establish a 
systematic method of informing Michigan high schools regarding the academic status of 
their graduates in college. The Presidents Council of Michigan State Universities 
developed standard report formats for the 15 public universities to employ when providing 
information to individual high schools. 

• Report Formal A provides aggregate data on the academic preparation of each high 
school's graduates as measured by ACT and SAT test scores and placement examinations. 
The repon displays remedial/developmental course enrollment figures for first-time 
freshmen from individual high schools. Data are also reported comparing students from 
individual high schools with students statewide. Fmally, retention rates and the academic 
status of the entire previous freshman class are supplied. 
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Several institutions also employ optional report formats that provide individual student 
data. Report Format B provides the student^s name, ACT and SAT test scores, high 
school GPA, first term GPA, major, gender, racial/ethnic origin, and year of birth. Report 
Fomat C, in addition to this information, supplies detailed course information, semester 
CPAs, and cumulative CPAs. 

Some community colleges share developmental assessment results with high school 
counselors in their service area. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

All of Michigan's financial aid or scholarship programs require the demonstration of 
financial need; there are no programs based solely on academic achievement. 

Future Initiatives 

• There are no other initiatives currently under consideration that address these issue areas. 

Contacts 

Bobby Bates 
Consultant 

Student Financial Assistance Services 

Tuition and Grants 

State Department of Education 

P.O. Box 30008 

Lansing. MI 48909 

(517) 373-3399 

Jim Folkening 

Supervisor for Community College Unit 
Slate Department of Education 
P.O. Box 30008 
Lansing. MI 48909 
(517) 373^3360 
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Glen Stevens 

Executive Director 

Presidents Council 

State Universities of Michigan 

230 N. Washington Square, Suite 302 

Lansing, MI 48933 

(517) 482-1563 
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Admissions Requirements 

• The governing boa?d of each institution set its own admissions requirements. 

Minnesota State University System 

Currently prospective students are required to be in the top one-half of their graduating 
high school class or earn a composite score of 20 on the ACT, 90 on the PSAT, or a 
combined score of 900 on the SAT. 

In 1991, the Board of Director at MSUS. in response to recommendations fix)m the 
MSUS Task Force on Preparation Standards, instituted an additional admissions 
requirement. The following high school course requirements will be phased-in for fall 
1994 and be fully implemented by fall 1995: 

Mandatory 

Subject Fall 1995 

English (including composition, literature, 4 years 

and speech) 

Mathematics (2 years of Algebra and 1 year 3 years 

of Geometry) 

Science (1 year each of biological and 3 years 

physical science and 1 year with 

laboratory course) 
Social Studies (I year each of U.S. History and 3 years 

geography) 

Specified Electives (at least 2 of the following: 3 years* 

World Language. World Cultures. The Arts) 
Computer Applications Recommended 

* In 1996. the three years of Specified Electives requirement will be modified to require 
students to complete two years of World Language. This change was adopted by the 
Board in January 1992. 

• Additionally, the Board of Directors developed competency teams to translate the course 
requirements into competency levels which specify the skills that should be mastered in 
each subject area prior to entrance into a postsecondary institution. The competency 
teams are composed of university faculty and public school teachers. The outlined 
competency levels will assist high schools in creating a curriculum that will not only 
satisfy the admissions requirement but will also provide their students with competencies 
that will help them succeed in higher education. The teams will present their results to 
the Board of Directors in May of 1992. 



70 

a > 



MINNESOTA 



University of Minnesota System 



Admissions requirements vaiy by campus. However, the following high school courses 
are required for admission to the University of Minnesota at Twin Cilies-the main 
campus of the university system: 



Subject 

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

ScKial Studies 

Foreign Language 

Computer skills 

Visual or Performing Arts 



Current Regs. 

4 yeare 
3 yeare 
3 years 
2 yeare 
2 years 

Recommended 
Recommended 



In addition, students must meet an admissions index that combines class rank and 
standardized test scores. 



Community Colleges 

• Minnesota community colleges are open to students with a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• There is no statewide policy requiring state postsecondary institi tions to report back to 
high schools on the perfomiance of their graduates in college. However, both the 
University of Minnesota at Twin Cities and the entire Minnesota State University System 
are involved in feedback practices. 

• Since 1984, the Twin Cities campus of the University of Minnesota annually distributes 
the Freshman Performance Report to high school principals and counselors (from schools 
with thre or more graduates attending the Twin Cities campus). This report contains Che 
following data: high school class rank; PSAT and ACT scores; average freshman CPA; 
average number of credits completed; the percentage of coursLS completed satisfactorily; 
and average grades in specific freshman core courses. Data are collected for the freshman 
year only and are presented to high schools in three ways: 1) high schools can examine 
how their students are performing as a group at Twin Cities; 2) each high school's data 
are compared with freshmen from similar regions or types of schools within Minnesota; 
and 3) each high school's data are compared with all freshmen at Twin Cities. 
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Since 1989» Twin Cities also sends a cumulative perfoimance report to high schools. 
Containing the same data elements as the Freshman Pcrfomance Report, this report 
provides a perfomiance overview for each of the high school's last five graduating classes. 

The Minnesota State University System (MSUS) Board of Director, in response to 
recommendations from the MSUS Task Force on Preparation Standards, recently adopted 
a policy that will require the system's universities to report annudly on the academic 
perfomiance of students during their freshman year. This imbrmation will be sent to high 
schools and postsecondary institutions which have five or more graduates or transfer 
students enrolled in the system beginning in the fall of 1993. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

Minnesota does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

• In 1991, the Governor appointed the Commission on Postsecondary Education to review 
the state's current higher education system and determine future needs. In its January 
1992 report, the Commission recommended, among other things, the establishment of 
statewide admission standards for postsecondary institutions. The Commission praised 
the efforts of the four-year systems to instiuite preparation requirements and encouraged 
two-year systems to also develop a set of preparation requirements. Additionally, the 
Commission suggested that students meeting preparation standards should be rewarded 
with a tuition reduction. Further, the Commission recommended that financial aid should 
be based on academic achievement as well as financial need. 

The MSUS Board of Directors has dictated the establishment of a systemwide database, 
beginning no later than faU 1992, to collect information on applicants and entering 
students. This database will allow the Board to monitor performance outcomes and 
provide data for longitudinal studies of the impact of admissions policies. 

The Board of Directors also plans to review the systemwide admission policies in May 
1997 to assess the impact of the high school course requirement and determine if 
modifications will be necessar}\ 
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Contacts 
Tom Beaver 

Director of Public Information 
Office of Associate Provost and 
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs 
University of Minnesota System 
101 Nolte Center West 
315 Pillsbury Drive, SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 626-7300 

Cynthia Crist 

Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
Minnesota State University System 
555 Park Street, Suite 230 
Sl Paul, MN 555103 
(612) 296-6870 

Alexandra Djurovich 

Research Associate 

Higher Education Coordinating Board 

400 Capitol Building 

550 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(612) 296-9684 

Newton Smith 

Assistant Director of Admissions 
Admissions Office 
University o'' Minnesota 
240 WiUiamson Hall 
231 Pillsbury Drive, SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 625-2006 
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Adnrtissions Requirements 



Students seeking admission to a state university must meet the following minimum 
academic course standards. 



Subject 

English (containing substantial 
communication skills components) 

Mathematics (Algebra I & II. 
Geometry, or Advanced Math) 

Science (Laboratory-based) 

Social Studies 

Advanced Electives 

Computer Applications 

Eighth Grade Units 



Current Regs. 

4 years 

3 years 

3 years 
2 1/2 years 
1 year 



Effective 
Fall 1995 

4 years 

3 years 

3 years 
3 years 
2 years 
1/2 year 

Algebra I or first year 
Foreign Language taken 
in 8lh grade may be 
accepted 

A collaborative effort of the State Board of Education, the State Board of Community and 
Junior Colleges, and the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning-called 
Project •95-was established in 1989 and designed to strengthen Mississippi public 
university admissions requirements by 1995. 

Its proposed changes in requirements were approved in early 1991 by the Board of 
Trustees for Institutions of Higher Learning, A booklet entitled Preparing for College in 
Mississippi was created which outlines the change in admissions requirements. This 
booklet was mailed to every secondary school in the state. Counselors were also made 
aware of the changes in requirements at workshops held during tlie state meeting of 
counselors. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

CurrenUy, tiiere is no statewide reporting system to provide high schools with information 
on the academic preparation of their students for college. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Mississippi does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 



There are no other inidadves currendy under consideration by the legislature or the 
Institudons of Higher Learning that address these issue areas. 



Contact 



Ruby AndeRon 
Institudons of Higher Learning 
Director Project '95 
3825 Ridgewood Road 
Jackson, MS 39211^6453 
(601) 982-6457 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Currently, there are no statewide requirements for students seeking admission to a public 
four-year coUege or university in Missouri; admissions requirements are detemiined by 
the governing body of each institution. In December of 1991 . the Missouri Coordinating 
Board for Higher Education (MoCBHE) adopted the following guidelines for a statewide 
high school ciuriculum requirement for admission to a public four-year institution. The 
Board recommends that four-year state institutions adopt the following curriculum, to be 
effective as of fall 1996, as a minimum requirement for admission: 

Recommended 



Subject for Fall 1996: 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (Aigcbra I and above) 3 years 

Social Studies 3 years 

Science (including 1 lab) 2 years 

Visual/Performing Ans 1 year 

Electives (foreign language recommended) 3 years 



Some institutions are resistant to adopting these guidelines until issues regarding access 
for non-traditional students and students who have not completed the curriculum are 
resolved. 

MoCBHE is encouraging postsecondary institutions to work with high schools to 
determine which courses will fulfill this curriculum requirement MoCBHE is also 
recommending that these two educational systems collaborate to develop a common high 
school transcript for consideration by the State Board of Education. 

Students seeking admission to a Missouri community college must be high school 
graduates or GED recipients. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

In cooperation with the American College Testing Corporation (ACT), the MoCBHE 
administers a tracking system called the Student Achievement Study (MSAS). Under 
MSAS, public and private state high schools receive reports presenting the performance 
of their graduates as freshmen at Missouri's public two- and four-year institutions. 
Specifically, the reports compare the high school CPAs and ACT composite scores of 
each high school's graduates with their college CPAs. Achievement measures are 
displayed by institution attended. In addition, students who have completed a college 
preparatory curriculum arc compared with those students who have not on the same 
achievement measures. 
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Two- and four-year institutions also receive reports through ttie MSAS. Participating 
institutions reanve a similar report comparing their freshmen's high school CPAs and 
ACT composite scores with their college CPAs, Institutions also receive 
enrollment/transfer reports identifying the number and percentage of students who have 
persisted, transferred, and withdrawn from the institution. 

Reports have been prepared for each freshman class since the freshman class of 1986, 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

The Higher Education Academic Scholarships is a $10 million program, established in 
1987, that awards a maximum of $2,000 to approximately 5,000 students annually. In 
order to qualify, a student must score in the top 3 percent of ACT or SAT test-takers. 
The scholarship is renewable for up to 10 semesters or until the completion of a degree. 



Future Initiatives 

• In December of 1991. the MoCBHE established the Task Force on Critical Choices for 
Higher Education to assess the future of higher education in Missouri and provide the 
Board with recommendations for policy initiatives. The Task Force will review statewide 
needs and goals, analyze institutional missions of two- and four-year institutions, assess 
financial policies, and examine current governance methods. Within the institutional 
missions issue, the Task Force will address access to postsecondar>' institutions and how 
to prepare students for college. A final report will be presented to the Board in June of 
1992. 



Contacts 

Michael McManis 

Associate Commissioner for Planning and Academic 
Programs 

Coordinating Board for Higher Education 
101 Adams Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
(314) 751-2361 
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Dan Pfeterson 

Senior Associate for Students Financial Aid 
Programs 

Coordinating Board for Higher Education 
101 Adams Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
(314) 751-2361 

Robert Stein 
Senior Associate 

Coordinating Board for Higher Education 
101 Adams Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
(314) 751-2361 
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Admissions Requirements 

The Montana University System (MUS) revised its admission standards in 1986 with ftiU 
implementation in effect for fall 1990. For admission to a four-year institution, students 
are required to have completed a college preparatory curriculum and satisfy one of the 
following conditions: a 2.5 GPA. a 20 ACT or 800 SAT score, or a ranking in the upper 
half of graduating class. The course requirements are: 

Subject 

English 

Mathematics (Algebra 1 & II, and Geometry) 
Social Studies (including U.S. and World History) 
Laboratory Science 

Electives (foreign language, computer science, visual or 
perfonning arts, or approved vocational education 
courses) 

A 15 percent exemption pool was allowed in 1990 to accommodate students from smaller 
districts who were not able to sufficiently upgrade their curriculum in time to meet the 
new requirements. The pool will shrink by five percentage points a year. 

Admission to a community college requires a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

There is no systematic policy of feedback from colleges to high schools. 

Since 1990» however, admissions officers from Montana's colleges and universities have 
hosted Higher Education Update Days to infonn high school counselors on current 
admissions requirements. During this event, admissions officers from public institutions 
provide varying amounts of information on the academic progress of students who were 
eruDlled in a college preparatory program in high school. For example, general sutistics 
comparing the academic achievement of college preparatory students to other students are 
provided. These sutistics include: average ACT scores, average CPAs, the number of 
students enrolled in remedial courses, the numl^r of students who were enrolled in the 
admission's exemption pool, and the progress of students toward a degree. 



Current Regs. 

4 years 
3 years 
3 years 
2 years 

2 years 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The High Schooi Honors Scholarship Program, established in 1949, waives tuition for 
Montana high school graduates at a state institution for one year. The scholarships arc 
awarded to the highest ranking students in each graduating class. Students arc selected 
by their principals and must rank in the lop quarter of their graduating class. One 
scholarship is awarded per each group of twenty-five students* or major fraction thereof, 
in a graduating class. The awards are not renewable and must be utilized within nine 
months. 

• The Honors Scholarship for National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists Program, initiated 
in 1978, provides one year of tuition waivers at a state institution. The scholarships are 
offered to all national merit scholarship semifinalists. 



Future Initiatives 

• Montana's Commission of Higher Education had convened a task force to study outcome 
assessments and the development of feedback systems. 

• The Commission of Higher Education is considering increasing admissions requirements 
to improve academic standards and in response to fiscal constraints. 

Contacts 

Sonia Cowens 

Assistant Commissioner for Academic Affairs 
Montana University System 
33 South Last Chance Guich 
Helena, MT 59620 
(406) 444-7729 

Bill Lannen 
Direaor 

Montana Guaranteed Student Loans Program 
Montana University System 
35 Last Chance Gulch 
Helena, MT 59620 
(406) 444-6594 
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Montana Post Secondary Educational Opportunities Committee. Counselor's Guide to Montana Post 
Secondary Opportunities. Havre, MT: Author. 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Admissions requirements are set by the governing boards at each institution. 
University of Nebraska 

• There are three channels for gaining admission to the Universit)' of Nebraska. 

1) Students are eligible for admission if they meet the following high school course 
requirements: 

Subject Current Recs. 

Language Arts (3 must be in 4 years 

English, with one in 
composition) 

Mathematics (Algebra I and 2 years 

above) 

Natural Science 2 years 

Social Science 2 years 

2) Students may also gain admission by graduating in the upper one-half of their 
high school class. 

3) The final way to gain admission to the university is to earn a composite ACT 
score of 20 or above, or a combined SAT score of 850 or above. 

Nebraska State Colleges 

The Nebraska State Colleges-Chardon State College. Wayne Stale College, and Peru 
St?.te College-are open enrollment institutions, requiring entering students to have a high 
school diploma or a GED. While there are no additional admissions requirements, the 
colleges recommend that students rank in the upper one-half of their graduating class 
and/or have earned a minimum composite score of 19 on the ACT. 

Community Colleges 

• All of Nebraska's community colleges require students to be high school graduates or 
GED recipients. 
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Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• There is no statewide policy requiring postsecondary institutions to provide feedback to 
high schools on the academic performance of their graduates in coUege. However, the 
Lincoln campus of the University of Nebraska has an established feedback system that 
involves a conference as well as a report. 

• Each April, since the mid-1950s, the University of Nebraska at Lincob sponsors the 
Principal-Counselor Conference. High school principals and counselors are invited to 
meet with their former students, now attending the university, and detemiine how the 
students arc adjusting to postsecondary" education. 

• Prior to the conference, the university furnishes high schools-with five or more graduates 
attending the university-wiih a report providing the academic performance of their 
graduates during their first semester of college. The report features grades earned in core 
freshman courses; the average freshman CPA earned by the high school's former students 
compared to all freshmen at the university; and the cumulative CPA of former students, 
who are now upperclassmen, compared to a university-wide cumulative GPA. It has been 
furnished to high schools since 1980. 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

Nebraska administers need-based programs on]v; there are no merit-based programs. 



Future Initiatives 

• In 1991. the stale legislature dismantled the existing Coordinating Commission for 
Postsecondary Education and ordered the creation of a new Coordinating Commission in 
January 1992. Among the first tasks for the newly created Commission is the 
development of a comprehensive statewide plan by July 1. 1992. This plan will address 
several postsecondary education issues including theestablishment of statewide admissions 
requirements for state postsecondary institutions. 



Contacts 
Suzi Cloidt 

Director of Public Relations/Information 

Board of Tnistees of the Nebraska Stale Colleges 

P.O. Box 94605, State Capitol 

Lincoln, NE 68509-4605 

(402) 471-2505 
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Sharon Howell 

Administrative Assistant 

Nebraska Community College Association 

635 South 14th Street^ Suite 340 

Lincoln, NE 68508 

(402) 47M685 

Kari Kadavy 

Office Supervisor 

Office of Admissions 

Administrative Building Room 12 

University of Nebraska Central Administration 

Lincoln, NE 68588 

(402) 472-3620 

Kadi Lukesh 
Administrative Assistant 

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Posisecondary Education 
6th Floor, Capitol Building 
P.O. Box 95005 
Lincobi. NE 68509 
(402) 471-2847 

Lisa Schmidt 

Director of High School and College Relations 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
106 Administration 
Lincoln. NE 68588-0417 
(402) 472-2023 



References 

Legislative Bill 663, Approved by the Governor June 5, 1991. 

Board of Tnjstees, Nebraska Stale College System, Policy 61 10(a), Lincoln, NE. 
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Admissions Requirements 



The University of Nevada System (UNS) Boaid of Regents has modified the admission 
standards for the two universities in the system twice since 1989. 

In 1989. the Board added high school course requirements to its existing minimum high 
school CPA of 2.3 and the submission of test scores requirements, ftie Board identified 
the foDowing high school courses to be completed: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English (emphasis on composition, 4 years 

rhetoric, and literature) 

Mathematics (Algebra I and above) 3 years 

Natural Science (Biology, chemistry, 3 years 

and physics, with at least two years 

in a laboratory science) 

Social Studies (including World history, 3 ye^^s 

geography, U.S. history, economics, 
government, and law) 

Computer Literacy 1/2 year 

Students who do not meet the coursework requirements may still be admitted to the 
universities by satisfying one of the following: 1) earning a high school CPA of 3.0 or 
higher in academic courses; 2) earning a high school CPA of 2.5 or higher in academic 
courses and earning a composite ACT score of 21 or higher or a combined SAT score of 
925 or above; 3) transferring with 15 or more semester credits and a cumulative CPA of 
2.0 or higher; or 4) gaining admission through the Special Admissions Program. 

In 1?91, the Board elected to raise the minimum high school CPA requirement from 2,3 
to 2.5. This change, however, will not go into effect until the fall of 1993. 

Admission to any of the four UNS community colleges requires a high school diploma 
or GED. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• In response to a 1983 legislative mandate, the two state universities in Nevada provide 
high schools and school districts with performance data for their recent graduates. 
Specifically, th.e University of Nevada at Reno and University of Nevada at Las Vegas 
annually send school districts and high schools a printout reporting the grades earned by 
their former students in remedial, regular, and advanced freshman mathematics and 
English courses. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The UNS does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no initiatives regarding these issue areas under consideration at this time. 



Contact 

Karen J, Steinberg 

Director of Institutional Research/Acting Director of Academic Affairs 

University of Nevada System 

Office of the Chancellor 

2601 Enterprise Road 

Reno. NV 89512 

(702) 784-4022 



References 

Nevada Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 25. (1983). 

Office of the Chancellor, University of Nevada System, (1989). Prepariny for College: Admissions 
Requirements for Nevada's Universities^ A Guide for Students and Parents. Reno, NV: Author. 
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Admissions Requirements 



Admissions requirements to state postsecondary institutions are detemiined by the 
governing board of each insdtution, 

Keene State College. Plymouth State College, and the University of New Hampshire 
assess the applicant's high school GPA, class rank, recommendations, and test scores. 
Preference is given to resident students. Although none of .the colleges require specific 
high school coursewoik for admission, the following classes are highly recommended: 



Keene State College 

• Subject 



English 
Mathematics 
Natural Sciences 
Social Sciences 

Plymouth State College 

Subject 

English 
Mathematics 
Natural sciences 
Social Sciences 
Foreign Languages 

University of New Hampshire, at Durham 

• Subject 

English 
Mathematics 
Natural Sciences 
Social Sciences 
Foreign Languages 



Recommended 

4 years 
2-3 years 
2 years 
2 years 



Recommended 

4 years 
3 years 
3 years 
3 years 
2 years 



Recommended 

4 years 
4 years 
3 years 

2 years 

3 years 
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University of New Hampshire, at Manchester 



Subject 



Recommended 



English 
Mathematics 
Natural Sciences 
Social Sciences 
Foreign Languages 



4 years 
2-3 years 
2-3 years 
2 years 
2-3 years 



Technical Colleges 



Admission into New Hampshire's technical colleges requires a high school diploma or 
GED; an interview with a college representative; and, in some programs, a health record. 
The high school coursework required depends upon the applicant's specific program of 
study. 



Currently, New Hampshire does not require colleges to report back to high schools the 
academic progress of their recent graduates in college. However, all high schools and 
technical colleges have entered into "articulation agreements/' which, in effect, are 
commitments to maintain informal lines of communication between the high schools and 
the technical colleges regarding the academic preparation of students interested in 
pursuing a technical education. 



Feedback ft^om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 



New Hampshire does not offer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 



No current initiatives are being considered or developed at present. 
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Contacts 

Dr. James Busselle 

New Hampshire Postsecondary Education Commi.ssion 
Two Industrial Park Drive 
Concord, NH 03301-8512 
(603) 271-2555 

Maria Mills 

Administrator. New Hampshire Technical Education 
5 Institution Drive 
Concord, NH 03301 
(603) 271-2722 

Elizabeth Noyes 

Director of Academic Planning and Program Development 
University System of New Hampshire 
Dunlap Center 
Durham. NH 03824 
(603) 868-1800 



References 

Council of Presidents, New England Land-Grant Universities. Preparing for Higher Education: 
Academic Guidelines for High School Students and Their Parents in Preparing for New England's 
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Plymouth Slate College, 1991-92 College Catalog, Plymouth, NH: Author. 

School for Lifelong Learning, 1991-92 College Bulletin. Durham, NH: Author. 

University of New Hampshire, 1991-92 Undergraduate. Durham, NH: Author. 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Eligibility criieria for admission lo public colleges and universities are determined by each 
institution. The New Jersey higher education system consists of Rutgers University and 
nine state colleges. 

• Students seeking admission Xo a Nev/ Jersey community college must be high school 
graduates or GED recipients. 

Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• Since 1977, the Department of Higher Education has provided high schools with the: 
results of a statewide basic skills test that measunis proficiency in reading, writing, 
arithmetic, and algebra. All public institutions are required to administer Uie test and 
eleven private institutions do so on a voluntary basis. Individual student test results aret 
provided to high schools and colleges. 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Garden Slate Scholars progr^im was established in 1977 and awards a maximum of 
$500 to 2,364 students. To qualify, students must be in the top 20 percent of their hig^i 
school class and have achieved a minimum combined score of 1000 on the SAT (or the 
equivalent on the ACT) at the end of their junior year. 

• The Edward J. Bloustein Distinguished Scholars program was estabhshed in 1984 and 
awards a maximum of $1,000 to 3,427 students. The scholarships are offered to high 
school students in the top 10 percent of their class with a minimum combined score of 
1200 on the SAT, or rank first, second, or third in their class at the end of their junior 
year. 

• The Urban Scholars program was established in 1988 and awards a maximum of $1,000 
to 795 students from secondary schools in urban and economically distressed areas. The 
scholarships are offered to high school students in the top 10 percent of their class with 
a 3,0 CPA or higher at the end of their junior year. 

• In 1989, the Department of Higher Education commenced the coordinated delivery of 
these distinct scholarships under one program, the Garden State Scholarship Program. 
Each award may be increased by an amount equal to the initial award if financial need 
is demonstrated. To renew an award, students must be enrolled full-time in an 
undergraduate program at an approved New Jersey college or university. Scholarship 
eligibility is limited to five semesters at a two-year institution and eight semesters at a 
four-year institution. 
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Future Initiatives 



Currently, there is no legislation or policy under consideration that addresses feedback, 
admissions requireinents, or merit aid. 



Contacts 

Marty Freidman 

Director of Special and Interagency Programs 
Department of Higher Education 
20 West State Street CN 542 
Trenton. NJ 08625 
(609) 633-6628 

Sharon Sabrizio 
Program Officer 

Office of Grants and Scholarships 
Office of Student Assistance 
Department of Higher Education 
4 Quaker Bridge Plaza CN 540 
Trenton. NJ 08625 
(609) 588-3230 
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Admissions Requirements 

• New Mexico does not have statewide admissions requirements for four-year institutions, 
but each institution's governing board determines its own admissions requirements. 
However, the Commission on Higher Education does recommend that four-year state 
institutions adopt the following curriculum as a minimum for admission: 

• Subject Recommended 

English 4 years 

(2 in Composition) 
Science beyond General (at least 1 Laboratory 2 years 

Science) 

Mathematics beyond General Math (must 2 years 

include either Algebra I or II, 
Trigonometry, Geometry, Calculus, or 
Senior Math) 

Social Sciences (2 in History) 3 years 

Fine Arts or Foreign Language 1 yeai 

• Currendy, the 16 New Mexico two-year institutions, including community colleges and 
technical schools, require students to have a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

Since 1984, the New Mexico Commission on Higher Education has maintained a database 
that collects infomiation on postsecondary students attending slate institutions. Data 
collected include enrollment profiles, cumulative credits earned, and degree status. 
Annually, the Commission reports to state high schools the number of their graduates 
attending each public state institution as freshmen. 

• In addition to maintaining this database, the Commission recommends that all four-year 
state postsecondary institutions provide feedback to New Mexico high schools on the 
participation, perfomiance, and retention of their graduates in college. The Commission 
recommends that high schools use this infomiation to refine standards and improve their 
co'.e curriculum, study skills, and advisement and counseling programs. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 



New Mexico does not administer any aid programs based on academic achievement only. 
Currently, all aid programs are tied to financial need. 
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Future Initiatives 

• In early 1992, the state legislature provided funding for the New Mexico Department of 
Education to develop a student database that will monitor the progress of New Mexico 
students through high school. This databas/i would be coordinated with the daubase for 
postsecondary students that the Commission currently maintains. 

• In addition, the Commission wants to redesign its postsecondary database to include 
detailed academic performance data on students. Under this design, administrators will 
be better able to track students' academic progress throughout iheir postsecondary career. 



Contact 

Bill Simpson 

Senior Research and Policy Analyst 

New Mexico Commission on Higher Education 

1068 Cerrillos Road 

Santa Fe, NM 87501-4295 

(505) 827-7383 
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Admissions Requirements 

• General admissions standards are set by the Boards of Trustees of the SUNY system and 
the CUNY system in compliance with regulations, applicable to all postsecondary 
institutions, established by the Commissioner of Higher Educatioa 

• The Commissioner's Regulations, adopted in 1987. state: 1) The admission of studerts 
shall be determined through an orderly process using published criteria which shall be 
uniformly applied. Among other considerations, the admission process shall encourage 
the increased participation in collegiate programs at all levels of persons from groups 
historically underrepresented in such programs; and 2) admissions shall take into account 
the capacity of the student to undertake a course of study and the capacity of the 
institution to provide the instructional and other support the student needs to complete the 
program. 

• SUNY does not have a university-wide policy establishing minimum admissions 
standards. Admissions requirements are campus- and program-specific. The n>inimum 
course recommendation for admission to baccalaureate programs-four years of English; 
four years of Social Studies; three years of Mathematics; three years of scienc«-are also 
the high school graduation requirements in the state of New York. Two-year technical 
colleges and four-year universities also consider the following criteria: completion of a 
college preparatory curriculum and scores on the regents exams. The 30 community 
colleges have a policy of open admissions to anyone within their sponsorship area with 
a high school diploma or a GED. 

• The CUNY system has a policy of open access to education. Any student with a high 
school diploma or a GED can enter a two-year college. The CUNY Board cf Trustees 
in 1976 established a basic admission policy for the four-year colleges which requires 
incoming students to have an 3.0 CPA and rank in the top one-third of their graduating 
class. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• The New York State Department of Education does not have a policy requiring colleges 
to provide high schools with the academic progress of their graduates. However, the City 
University of New York (CUNY) has begun a dialogue with the New York City Public 
Schools regarding the level of preparation of their students for college. 

In 1990-91, the State University of New York (SUN^^) began providing secondary 
institutions with the admissions history of their students. Information is provided on the 
schools to which their graduates applied, the results of their applications, and the schools 
at which they enrolled. Next year, SUNY will also provide the name and general 
academic standing of freshmen students. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Due to budget reductions, all merit based scholarsiiips have been discontinued or are 
being phased out, including the Regents College Scholarships and the Empire State 
Scholarships for Excellence. 



Future Initiatives 

CUNY in collaboration with the New York City Public Schools System, has developed 
a College Preparatory Initiative (CPI) program to improve the preparation of students 
entering college. CPI will strengthen admissions requirements through a graduated 
increase in the nuniber of academic units of specified college preparatory courses. 
Students who do not meet th^se expectations in high school will have to take equivalent 
courses in coUege. Implementation of the CPI will begin in September 1993. 

• SUNY has commissioned a state-wide task force consisting of educators and 
administrators from SUNY and the State Department of Education. The task force will 
identify entry-level knowledge and skills that would assure academic success in college. 



Contacts 

Ronald Berkman 
Dean 

City University of New York 
535 East 80th Street 
New Yoik. NY 10021 
(212) 794-5303 

Rita Rodin 

Director of Public Information 
City University of New York 
535 East 80th Street 
New York, NY 10021 
(212) 794>5685 

Dave Traux 

Associate Vice Chancellor for Access Services 
SUNY Central Administration 
SUNY Plaza 
Albany, NY 12246 
(518) 443-5475 
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Frederick Wellington 
Associate in Higher Education 
College and University Evaluation 
State Education Department 
Room 5A47 

Cultural Education Center 
Albany, NY 12065 
(518) 474-5851 
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Admissions Requirements 



In 1984, the Board of Governors began developing minimum high school course 
requirements for admission to the 16 institutions of the University of North Carolina. 
Minimum high school course requirements were established for fall 1990. While specific 
admissions requirements vary across state institutions^ all use a combination of class rank, 
CPA, and SAT scores. 

The minimum high school course requirements are: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English (emphasis on grammar, composition, 4 years 
and literature) 

Mathematics (Algebra I & II, Geometry, or 3 years 
higher) 

Science (biological and physical sciences 3 years 

with one lab course) 
Social Science (including U.S. History) 2 years 

In addition, it is recommended that prospective students complete at least two years of a 
foreign language, and take one foreign language course and one mathematics course in 
the twelfth grade. 

Community colleges require prospective students to have a high school diploma or its 
equivalent. Students who are at least 18 years of age but do not meet this requirement, 
may be admitted on a individual basis. These students, however, must complete a GED 
to be accepted into certificate or degree granting programs. Some selective programs 
withm the colleges, e.g., nursing, may have additional admission requirements. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

The North Carolina General Assembly passed legislation in 1990 requiring all public 
postsecondary institutions to provide feedback to high schools on the academic 
perfomiance of their graduates. In 1991, the General Assembly required community 
colleges to provide high schools with the number and general academic standing of high 
school dropouts who are enrolled in GED or adult high school programs. 

To implement the 1990 legislation, the University of Nonh Carolina Central 
Administration designed Freshman Perfonnance Reports which summarize the academic 
achievement of public high school graduates who matriculated in 1990 at the University 
of North Carolina (UNC). The repon which will be sent to school district superintendents 
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is divided into four sections. The first section summarizes the academic status of students 
returning for their second year. Da^a are provided on their retention rates through the first 
semester of the sophomore year, and their distribution of GPAs. The second section 
provides data on the initial course placement of freshmen including enrollment and 
average grades earned in remedial, regular, or honore courses. The third section outlines 
course performance measures including average credit hours attempted, average course 
grades, and percentage of passing grades for total and specific curriculum elements. The 
final section provides high school achievement indices as measured by average high 
school class rank and SAT scores. Three summary reports will accompany each high 
school report. These reports will summarize the academic performance of high school 
graduates from all public high schools in the school district, all public high schools in the 
state, and all public and private high schools throughout the country. 

Community colleges, in response to the 1990 legislation, will implement similar, but not 
identical, reporting systems as the University of North Carolina, 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• North Carolina does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

• Currently, there are no new initiatives under development. 



Contacts 
George Antonelli 

Associate Vice President for Student Services and 

Special Prognms 
The University of North Carolina 
General Administration 
P.O. Box 2688 
Chapel HiU, NC 27515 
(919) 962-1000 

Dr. Parker Chesson 

Executive Vice President 

State Department of Community Colleges 

200 West Jones Street 

Raleigh, NC 27603-1337 

(919) 733-7051 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Prior 10 1990. a high school diploma or GED was the only admissions requirement to 
two- and four-year public state institutions. Additionally, it was recommended that 
applicants submit PSAT. ACT. or SAT scores for consideration. 

• In 1990, the North Dakota Board of Higher Education, in response to recommendations 
from the North Dakota University system, established additional admissions requirements 
to state four-year institutions, to become effective in the fall of 1993. High school 
graduates or GED recipients must submit ACT or SAT scores and complete the foUowng 
high school courses: 



Effective 

Subject Fall 1993 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (Algebra II recommended) 3 years 

Science 3 years 

Social Studies 3 years 

Foreign Language Recommended 



Students applying lo two-year institutions continue to only be required to have a high 
school diploma or GED. 



Feedback fi^om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

In 1991. the North Dakota University system contracted with the American College 
Testing Corporation (ACT) to examine the perfomiance of the high school class of 1990 
who attended college full-time. ACT produced two reports, one to present results to high 
schools and a second sent to the university system to summarize the study population. 
The university system collected data including high school GPA, cumulative college 
freshmen GPA, and whether or not a core curriculum was completed in high school. This 
information was sent to ACT and matched with the students' ACT test scores. ACT ser.t 
perfomiance results to high schools with students in the study and then sent the second 
report, summarizing the total study population by institution, to the university system. 

• Due to favorable responses to the reports from the high schools, the North Dakota 
University system expects to produce similar reports for the graduating high school class 
of 1991. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Scholars Program awards scholarships to incoming and continuing students attending 
two-year public institutions and four-year public and private institutions. Eligible high 
school seniore must score in the upper 95th percentile of the ACT and rank in the top 20 
percent of their high school class. Continuing students are eligible if tiiey maintain a 3.6 
GPA. 

• This program was established in 1987 and funding is sought for 50 new awards each year. 
The nimiber of continuing awards is determined by the number of eligible applicants. The 
size of the award is determined by the cost of tuition at state institutions, with four-year 
research institutions being the most expensive and two-year public institutions being the 
least expensive. 



Future Initiatives 

• There is no new legislation currentiy under consideration or being developed. 



Contacts 

Nancy Blom 

Research Associate 

North Dakota University System 

State Capitol Building 

Bismarck, ND 58505 

(701) 224-2960 

Peggy Wipf 

Director of Financial Aid 
North Dakota University System 
Slate Capitol Building 
Bismarck, ISfD 58505 
(701) 224^114 
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Admissions Requirements 

• The Ohio Board of Regents coordinates 13 public four-year institutions and 22 public 
two-year technical and community colleges. Each of these institutions is completely 
autonomous, and. as such, is solely responsible for establishing admissions requirements. 

Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

In 1982. the Ohio General Assembly mandated the Board of Regents to implement a 
remediation reporting system. Under this system, the Board of Regents annually notifies 
secondary school administrators on the number of students requiring remedial instruction 
in mathematics or English during their freshman year at Ohio public pcsisecondary 
institutions. The data are presented on both the school district and the individual high 
school level. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Enacted for the 1977-78 academic year, the Ohio Academic Scholarship Program grants 
1,000 scholarships per year. Each grant is worth $1,000 and can be renewed for three 
years. Students may use the grant at any degree-awarding public or private institution in 
the state. 

Each high school submits applications for the five graduating seniors with the highest 
CPAs. A scholarship index is computed for each individual based on their ACT score 
and CPA for lOlh grade. 1 1th grade, and the first semester of 12th grade. The individual 
with the highest scholarship index from each high school is offered a scholarship. 
Scholarships not accepted are then reallocated among the applicants who were not selected 
in the first round. 



Future Initiatives 

Currently, no other initiatives are under consideration that address these issue areas. 
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Contacts 

Sue Mintum 

Administrative Assistant 

Student Assistance Office 

Ohio Board of Regents 

30 East Broad Street, 36th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43266-0417 

(614) 466-1190 

Linda Ogden 

Administrator of External Affairs 
Ohio Board of Regents 
30 East Broad Street. 36th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43266-0417 
(614) 466-0390 

Marleen Rushay 

Associate to the (Chancellor 

Ohio Board of Regents 

30 East Broad Street, 36th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43266-0417 

(614) 466-0887 



OKLAHOMA 



Admissions Requirements 



The Oklahoma higher education system consists of two comprehensive universities, ten 
regional universities, and fifteen two-year colleges* The Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education establishes requirements for admission to state iastitutions. The most 
recent change in state policy defining eligibility for admission to public institutions 
occurred in 1988 with implementation commencing in the fall of 1990. The current 
policy includes both curricular and performance criteria for admission. The performance 
criteria differ for the comprehensive and regional universities and will increase 
progressively until 1993. 

All students seeking admission to baccalaureate or associate degree programs must 
complete the following curricular requirements: 

Subject Current Reos. 

English 4 years 

Laboratory Science 2 years 

Mathematics 3 years 

History 2 years 

Two years of a foreign language are strongly recommended as well as course work in 
Computer Science, Speech, Economics, Geography, Government, Psychology, and 
Sociology. 



Comprehensive Universities 



Any student who is a graduate of an accredited high school, has met the curricular 
requirements, has taken the ACT or SAT, and meets the following criteria for 
performance on standard tests or high school perfomiance (class rank and CPA) is eligible 
for admission to either of the comprehensive universities in the State System. 

Criteria Fall 1990 Fall 1991 Fall 1992 

Test Scores Top 50% Top 40% Top 33.3% 

Qass Rank Top 50% Top 40% Top 33.3% 

GPA 3.0 3.0 * 

* The GPA requirement for fall 1992 will be defined to correspond to the rank in class. 

Prior to 1990, students had to satisfy the curricular requirements and rank in the top 50 
percent in class rank, high school GPA, or ACT test scores. 
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Regional Universities 



Any student who is a graduate of an accredited high school* has met the curricular 
requirements, has taken the ACT and SAT, and meets the following criteria for 
performance on standard tests or high school perfomance (class rank and GPA) is eligible 
for admissions to any of the regional univereities in the State System. 

Criteria FaU 199Q FaU 1991 FaU 1992 Fall 1993 

Test Scores Top 66% Top 60% Top 55% Top 50% 

QassRank Top 66% Top 60% Top 55% Top 50% 

GPA 2.7 2.7 * * 

* The GPA requirements for fall 1992 and fall 1993 will be defined to correspond to the 
rank in class. 

Prior to 1990, students had to satisfy the curricular requirements and rank in the top 66 
percent in class rank, high school GPA, or ACT test scores. 



Two-year Colleges 



Any individual seeking admission to associate or baccalaureate degree programs who is 
a graduate of an accredited high school, has met the high school curricular requirements, 
and has taken the ACT is eligible for admission to any of the two-year colleges in the 
state system. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

In 1989, the Oklahoma Legislature mandated the Department of Education, in cooperation 
with the State Regents for Higher Education, to report high school specific postsecondary 
academic performance data. The Oklahoma School Indicator Report for 1990-9 1, which 
is distributed to district superintendents, includes the college-going rate and mean ACT 
scores of students from each high school. The 1991-92 report will also provide the mean 
college GPA of graduates from each high school. Future reports will report other high 
school specific descriptive statistics including college graduation rales, percent of students 
enrolled in remedial courses, semester hours attempted and completed, and retention rates. 

• Many institutions report to high schools the academic perfomiance of their graduates on 
their own initiatives. Information generally provided includes the enrollment status and 
mean grades of freshmen students. The University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State 
University have been providing such data for over ten years. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Oklahoma State Regents Academic Scholars Prograin was established in 1988 and 
awards a maximum of $4^00 to 'Academically outstanding Oklahoma students. To be 
eligible for the award, an applicant must be named a National Merit Scholar, a National 
Achievement Scholar, a National Hispanic Scholar, a Presidential Scholar, or qualify as 
an Individual Applicant Scholar by possessing an ACT score or equivalent composite SAT 
score which is at or above the 99,5 percentile. There were 271 new scholarships (833 
currently active awards) awarded in 1991-92. The awards are for five years or ten 
semesters. Students have to maintain a 3.25 CPA or higher to remain eligible for the 
awards* 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no new initiatives currently under consideration. 



Contacts 
Joe Hagy 

Director of Research 

State Regents for Higher Education 

500 Education Building 

Slate Capitol Complex 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

(405) 524- 9154 

Frank Raia 

Project Leader for Indicators Report 
Office of Accountability 
Department of Education 
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 521-2578 

Dr. Cynthia Ross 

Associate Vice (Thancellor 

State Regents for Higher Education 

500 Education Building 

State Capitol Complex 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

(405) 524-9100 
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Kathie Taylor 

Staff Assistant for APRA 

Slate Regents for Higher Education 

500 Education Building 

State Capitol Complex 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

(405) 524-9100 
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Admissions Requirements 

• " he latest change lo state university admissions requirements went into effect fall 1985 
when the Board of Higher Education established a 14 unit subject requirement in addition 
to the established minimum CPA requirement for admission. 



The following 14 units must be completed: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (Algebra I and above) 3 years 

Science 2 years 

Social Studies (including U.S. History and 3 years 
Government) 

Other CoUege Preparatory Elect! ves (foreign 2 yeare 
language, performing arts, etc.) 



Students must also meet a minimum CPA standard ranging from 2.25 to 3.0, depending 
on the individual institution. In addition to these requirements, high school graduates 
must submit SAT or ACT test scores which maybe the deciding factor for admission if 
a student fails to meet the subject or CPA requirements. 

Oregon two-year institutions require students to be high school graduates or GED 
recipients. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• The Chancellor's Office of the Board of Higher Education is responsible for compiling 
and distributing three annual reports to high school superintendents, principals, and 
counselors on the achievement of their graduates in college. 

• The report which deals most directly with student academic preparation is the Freshmen 
Academic Performance Report. This report was developed in 1982 and presents the 
aca(^emic performance of first-time freshmen. The report is divided into three main 
sections. The first section provides an enroUment profile describing the student's gender, 
ethnicity, year of high school graduation, and term of enrollment. The second section 
provides an entering academic profile for each college freshman including high school 
CPA and test scores. The final section reports grades earned in freshman classes 
including 5 Mathematics areas. Science, Social Science, Arts and Letters. Foreign 
Language, and English Composition. 
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A second report presents tlie results of the Post High School Plan Survey wiiich is 
administered to Oregon high school students in the spring of their junior year. In addition 
to post high school aspirations, the survey gathers academic achievement data on the 
student, including a self-reported high school CPA. This information is compiled and sent 
to each high school. The Board of Higher Education has administered this survey for 
over thirty years, but it was not until the early 1980s that the results were disseminated 
to individual high schools. 

The Fall Temi Enrollment Report, the third report prepared by the Board, provides high 
schools with information about ilheir graduates' enrollment in state postsecondary 
institutions. Each student from the high school is identified by name, year of high school 
graduation, and institution attending. 

♦ As a result of budgetary limitations, the Board will not send out three separate reports for 
the 1991-92 academic year, but instead, will compile selective pieces from all three 
reports into a single report entitled the High School College Profile Sheet. 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

♦ The Oregon Minority Enrollment Initiative Program is a tuition-waiver merit program that 
is designed to encourage students from underrepresented groups to pursue postseamdary 
education. The program administers four subprograms: one designed for first-time 
freshmen; one designed for junior college students; one for undergraduate students 
pursuing teaching professions; and one for upper undergraduate classmen pursuing health 
sciences. For the purposes of this summary, only the first subprogram will be discussed. 
The program for first-time freshmen was established in the fall of 1987. Awards are 
given to black, Hispanic, and Native American students enrolling as first-time freshmen 
who are Oregon residents and meet all regular admissions requirements. The tuition 
waivers are awarded on a competitive basis by a committee at each state institution. All 
award recipients may have their tuition and fees waived for up to five years as long as 
they complete 36 credit hours of coursework and maintain a 2.0 CPA. Approximately 
550 students receive this award annually. 

Begun in 1990, the Oregon Laurels Program is a tuition-waiver program designed for all 
postsecondary students including incoming, continuing, and graduate students. Each 
campus decides who will be chosen for this award; there is no defined minimum GPA or 
lest score, however, students must demonstrate academic achievement Over 1,000 
students have received this award, having their tuition waived for up to five years. 



110 



1?J 



OREGON 



Future Initiatives 

• Currently* there are no new initiatives under consideration. 



Contacts 

Gary Christianson 

Assistant Vice Chancellor for Student Services 

Office of Academic Affairs 

Oregon State System of Higher Education 

RO. Box 3175 

Eugene, OR 97403 

(503) 346-5729 

Cheryl Kirchoff 

Oregon State Scholarship Commission 
Program Coordinator - Grant Department 
1445 Willamette Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 
(503) 346^166 
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PENNSYLVANIA 



Admissions Requirements 

• Pennsylvania law requires that sUidents obtain a high school diploma or its equivalent for 
admission to postsecondary institutions. 

Pennsylvania has a state university system that includes 14 universities. Each of these 
universities sets its own admissions requirements, and reqv'icments vary widely among 
universities. 

• Community colleges are part of a system separate from the university system and also set 
their own requirements. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• State institutions are not currently required to inform secondary schools on the level of 
preparedness of their students for college. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

" Pennsylvania does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no initiatives concerning these issues under consideration at the current time. 



Contacts 

Janet Elfring 
Assistant Press Secretary 
Department of Education 
333 Market St., lOlh Hoor 
Harrisburg, PA 17126 
(717) 783-9802 

Dr. Warren D. Evans 

Liaison to Postsecondary Institutions 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 

333 Market Street 

Harrisburg. PA 17126-0333 

(717) 783-4517 
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Scott ScheweU 
Press Secretary 

Slate System of Higher Education 

Box 809 

301 Market St. 

Harrisburg, PA 17108 

(717) 783-4624 

Debbie Schullz 

Higher Education Research Analyst 
Stale Legislature Education Committee 
115 S. Office Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
(717) 783-1905 
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Admissions Requirf'TPants 

• Admissions requirements are detemiined by the governing board of each institution. 

University of Rhode island 

• Eligible students are higi' nool graduates or GEO recipients who have completf*-d the 
required academic high school courses and have submitted SAT or ACT scores. 
Admissions to a particular degree program may have more stringent requirements. The 
following high school courses must be completed: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years 

Laboratory Science 2 years 

Social Science or History 2 years 

Foreign Language 2 years 

Rhode Island College 

• While high school class rank is the primary consideration for admission, SAT or ACT 
scores must be submitted and the following high school courses must be completed: 

Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 3 years 

Social Studies 2 years 

Laboratory Science 2 years 

Foreign Language 2 years 

Computers 1/2 year 

Fine Arts 1/2 year 

College Preparatory Electives 4 years 

Community Colleges 

• Admission to a two-year institution requires only a high school diploma or GED. 
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Feedback Trom Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• The Rhode Island Office of Higher Education encourages but does not require two- and 
four-year institutions to report to high schools the academic progress of their recent 
graduates. 

• Rhode Island College, one of the two schools in the state system, provides high schools 
with data regarding retention rates and enroUment status (e,g.» if a student has dropped 
out or has graduated) of their graduates each year. 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• There are no statewide scholarships solely based on academic achievement. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no new initiatives currendy under consideration or being developed. 



Contacts 
William Hurry 

Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid 

Rhode Island College 

Craig-Lee HaU 

Room 154 

Providence, RI 

(401) 456-8236 

David G. Taggart 

Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid 
University of Rhode Island 
Green HaU 

Kingston » RI 028814D806 
(401) 792-7100 

Dr. Cynthia Ward 

Associate Commissioner for Program Planning 
Office of Higher Education 
301 Promenade Street #208 
Providence. R I 02908 
(401) 277-2685 
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Mary Ann Welch 

Rhode Island Higher Education Assistance Authority 
560 Jefferson Boulevard 
Wawick. RI 02886 
(401) 277-2050 
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Admissions Requirements 

In 1984. ihe South Carolina Commission on Higher Education, in consultation with four- 
year public institutions, detemiined that the existing prerequisite high school curriculum 
should no longer be recommended for college admission but rather required. It was 
decided that starting in 1988 the foUowing prerequisite curriculum would be required of 
all prospective students: 



Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (including 3 years 
Algebra I and II) 

Laboratory Science (biology, 2 years 
chemistry, or physics) 

Foreign Language 2 years 



Advanced Mathematics or Computer Science 1 yeai' 
or a combination of these; or 1 year of 
world history, world geography, or 
western civilization 

U.S. History 1 year 

Social Studies (1/2 year each of 2 years 

Economics and Government are strongly 

recommended*) 
Physical Education or ROTO 1 year 

* Prior to 1990, the 1/2 unit each of economics and government was required. 

Students missing a few of the required courses may be conditionally accepted to a four- 
year institution, with completion of the courses necessary at a two-year institution prior 
to entrance into the four-year institution. 

Additional admissions requirements regarding SAT or ACT scores and minimum GPA 
standards are determined by each four-year state institution. 

Assessments have been conducted annually since 1986 by the Commission to determine 
how many students have taken and completed the prerequisite curriculum. Reports cite 
that these figures have increased steadily since 1986. Further, increases have been 
detected in the number of college- going students and students taking the SATs. 

Students seeking admission to a two-year institution must have a high school diploma or 
GED. Students are encouraged to complete the high school prerequisite curriculum. 
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Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

All state postsecondary institutions are required by South Carolina law to submit to high 
schools the performance of their graduates after the first semester at college. Information 
reported includes the number of graduates attending an institution and a distribution of 
all courses passed and failed. State high schools send this infomation to the State 
Superintendent of Education where statewide reports are prepared. District 
superiniendents receive copies of the statewide report and high schools may obtain a copy 
by request. This reporting process has been in effect since 1962. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

The Palmetto Fellows Program, established in 1987, with scholarships first awarded in 
1988, distributes a maximum award of $5»000 to Uth graders who have demonstrated 
academic achievement through PSAT scores, leadership skills, and received letters of 
recommendations. Approximately 40-50 scholarships are awarded each year. This 
program is a matching scholarship, where the state provides $2,500 and the postsecondary 
institution (public or private) provides the remainder, 



Future Initiatives 

The South Carolina Council on Educational Collaboration, established in late 1991, is 
committed to improving the educational opportunities for South Carolina students by 
strengthening the link between primary and secondary schools and higher education. The 
Council has directed a study to determine the effectiveness of the South Carolina law 
requiring colleges and universities to report first semester performance data to high 
schools. Surveys were sent to 191 high school principals to discover how the feedback 
information is being used, if it has been used for curriculum development, and gather 
recommendations for additional measures to be reported. Responses to the surveys are 
currendy being analyzed by an advisory committee of representatives from the secondary 
and postsecondary communities. The advisory committee expects to formulate 
recommendations that will be presented to the Council on Educational Collaboration in 
May of 1992. 

• The governor has recently enacted a law that requires the Commission on Higher 
Education to submit annual reports, beginning in 1993. to the governor and General 
Assembly on the performance of state postsecondary institutions. Although this report is 
not designed to provide specific student information like the current feedback reports, this 
report will provide general information for all two- and four-year slate institutions. 
Institutional infonmation to be reported includes the institution's role and mission* 
accreditation information, and faculty distribution among lower-level courses. Student 
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data to be collected include: the proportion of students enrolled in remedial courses; the 
proportion of remedial students successfully completing entry-level college courses; the 
proportion of students who complete their degree program; placement data on graduates; 
percent of students participating in research programs; minority enrollment figures; and 
transfer information. The report will also present alumni satisfaction with their 
postsecondary education. 



Contacts 
Janett Deas 

Coordinator for Academic Programs 

South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 

1333 Main St. Suite 300 

Columbia, SC 29201 

(803) 253-6260 

Barbara Drayton 
Law Qeik 

State Department of Education 
1006 Ruteledge Building 
1429 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 734-8078 

Dr. Gail Morrison 

Association Commissioner for Academic Affairs 
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 
1333 Main Street, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 253-6260 

Robert Poch 

Associate Commissioner for External Affairs 
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 
1333 Main Su-eei, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 253-6260 
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Admissions Requirements 

• The most recent change in admission standards defining eligibility for admission to 
baccalaureate programs, occurred in 1984. The Board of Regents now requires the 
satisfactory completion of a college preparatory curriculum. Prior to 1984, admission was 
based on high school rank and ACT scores. 

• The minimum high school course requirements are: 



Subject 


Current Reas. 


English (emphasis on grammar, composition. 


4 years 


and literacy analysis) 




Mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, and 


2 years* 


Trigonometry) 




Laboratory Science (Biology. Chemistry, and 


2 years* 


Physics) 




Social Studies 


3 years 


Computer Science 


1/2 year 


Fine Arts 


1/2 year 



* In addition, smdents musl also take either a third year of Advanced Mathematics or a 
third year of Laboratory Science. 

Snidents who completed the minimum course requirements, but did not obtain a 2.0 CPA 
in the required courses must meet the following additional admissions requirements. The 
South Dakota Schools of Mines & Technology, South Dakota State University, and the 
University of South Dakota require smdents to rank in the top one-half of their high 
school graduating class and have an ACT composite score of 22 or above. Black Hills 
State University, Dakota State University, and Northem State University require students 
to rank in the top two-thirds of their high school graduating class and have an ACT 
composite score of 20 or above. 

Admissions requirements were modified to ensure that students would be adequately 
prepared for success at the postsecondary level. State education officials were concerned 
with the large number of students who were enrolled in remedial courses in college. 
There was a perception that students were avoiding academically rigorous high school 
courses in order to maintain a high grade point average. Information on the rKw 
admissions requirements was widely disseminated. The South Dakota Board of Regents 
annually provides 25,000 copies of its Preparing for College booklet, which outlines state 
admissions requirements, to junior high school students. Since the change in admissions 
requirements, there has been an increase in both the number of students enrolled in 
college preparatory courses and in college enrollment. 
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Admissions requirements for Cenificaie and Junior College programs are established by 
each institution. 



Feedback trom Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 



State institutions are not currently required to inform secondary schools on the level of 
preparedness of their students for college. 



The Superior Scholars Scholarship Program was established in 1984 to encourage 
academic excellence among high school smdents. The scholarship is awarded to all 
National Merit semifinalists. Sixty students received the $1,500 award in the 1990-91 
academic year. 



The Board of Regents is reviewing admissions requirements to further reduce the number 
of students who are enroDed in remedial classes. Plans are underway to design a 
meaningful assessment instrument that schools and colleges could use to accurately 
measure the academic abilities of students. 

The Board of Regents is planning to implement a sysiemwide feedback program that will 
track postsecondary students throughout their academic career. High schools will receive 
information on the number of their graduates enrolled in remedial courses, who complete 
their first year of college and graduate within six years. 



Contact 

Michael Hillman 

Director of Academic/Studem Affairs 
South Dakota Board of Regents 
207 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501-2408 
(605) 773-3455 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 



Future Initiatives 
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Admissions Requirements 

• In 1985, the Tennessee Board of Regents and the University of Tennessee reconciled 
differences in their admissions requirements and adopted higli school units as university 
admissions unit requirements. Since that time, the admissions unit requirements have 
been in a state of transition with the final adjustments to be completed for the fall 1993. 
These are the only state standardized requirements for admission. Standardized test scores 
(i.e., SAT, ACT, etc.) still vary by campus within each system. 







Effective 


Subiect 


1985 


Fall 1993 


English 


4 years 


4 years 


Mathematics (Algebra I & II) 


2 years 


2 years 


Advanced Mathematics 




1 yeaj' 


Natural/Physical Sciences 




2 years 


U.S. History 




1 year 


Social Studies 


1 year 


1 year 


Foreign Language 




2 years 


Visual/Performing Arts 




1 year 


Economics and Health 


1 year 




Physical Education 


1 year 





The Natural/Physical Science requirements must include Biology I or II. Qiemistry I or 
II, or Physics. 

Currently, economics, sociology, psychology, civics, U.S. Government, and anthropology 
meet the Social Studies requirement Beginning in the fall 1993, only World History, 
Ancient History, Modem History, World Geography, and European History will fulfill the 
Social Studies requirement. 

The .advanced mathematics course requirement is one year of geometry or an advanced 
course with geometry as a significant component. 

Community colleges will remain on an open admission policy-requiring a high school 
diploma or GED-however, the university admissions requirements are recommended. 

Students who arc entering community college programs designed for transfer to 
baccalaureate programs and are deficient in any of the high school unit requirements, must 
remove any deficiencies, for elective credit oriy. prior to receiving their associate degree. 
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Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

In 1985, Tennessee established two distina feedback networks between its high schools 
and its colleges. Each network, one for the Board of Regents (TBR) and one for the 
University of Tennessee Board of Trustees (UT), reports the academic achievement of 
college freshmen. The TBR network is the Academic Assessment and Placement Program 
(AAPP). It is more comprehensive than the UT network, called the Freshman 
Perfonnance Report 

• The AAPP consists of two reports. The first. The Admissions Requirements Report, 
depicts the preparation of first-time freshmen for college. It indicates whether or not 
freshmen have met admissions requirements for university baccalaureate programs. The 
second report is The Academic Assessment and Placement Program (AAPP) Feedback 
Report, It provides individual test scores and placement levels for first-time freshmen 
requiring placement assessment. In addition to placement scores, both reports provide 
feedback to high schools about enrollment of recent graduates as first-time freshmen in 
Tennessee Board of Regents' institutions. 

• The AAPP Feedback Report is distributed to principals, counselors, superintendents and 
school board chairpersons. Principals, counselors, presidents, academic officers, deans of 
admissions and records, and remedial/developmental studies directors receive copies of 
the Admissions Requirements Report. Summaries of both reports are distributed to 
legislators. 

The University of Tennessee System's Freslimen Performance Report (FPR) is similar to 
that of TBR's AAPP reports, except that the method for gathering the information is 
neither centralized nor standardized. Infomiation reported is not individualized in order 
to provide a more general conception of the abilities of students, and for reasons of 
confidentiality. Although reports from each of the UT campuses use the same format, 
each campus has a different method of assessing and placing students. 

• The general information in the FPR is reported to high school principals and 
superintendents. The FPR consists of four tables which report data on how students from 
that high school compare to all other freshmen. The four tables compare: course 
placement, ACT scores, GPA. and grades from key first semester classes. 

• UT is currently assessing the effectiveness of the FPR program, but information 
coiKeming the evaluation of the program is not available at this time. 

• The Tennessee Collaborative for Educational Excellence, the linking organization, 
provides high schools with feedback based on the analysis of the information compiled 
by TBR's AAPP and UT's FPR. It is through the Collaborative that teachers and staff* 
at colleges and public schools work together to match curriculum to educational needs. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Tennessee Academic Scholars Program, the only statewide merit aid program, is an 
endowment program which provides $4,000 scholarships ($2,000 from the state plus 
$2,000 matched by the institution) to outstanding Tennessee high school students for 
enrollment in one of the state's public or private colleges or universities. This program 
was begun in 1985 to encourage Tennessee's top high school graduates to attend coUege 
in Tennessee, 

• The first 13 awards were made for 1986-87 and an additional 14 awards were made for 
1987-88. Nine awards were granted for 1988-89 and an additional 19 were granted for 
1989-90. 

• The goal for the Academic Scholars Program is to enroll the top 100 high school 
graduates each year. To date, $2.7 million have been appropriated to this program. 



Special State Features 

Begun in 1985, the Tennessee Collaborative for Educational Excellence (TCEE) is jointly 
sponsored by the Tennessee Board of Regents (representing 20 collegiate institutions), the 
University of Tennessee System, the Tennessee Deparument of Education, the Tennessee 
Boand of Education (representing all K- 12 public schools), and The CoUege Board 
(Educational EQuality Project). Although all five organizations are involved in TCEE, 
TBR is the main contributor. 

• The Collaborative focuses on the bridge between high school and college and on the 
means for crossing it successfully. It also seeks to establish high school curricula which 
emphasizes the Basic Academic Competencies, as defined by The College Board. The 
Tennessee Collaborative has influenced high school students in their selection of college 
preparatory courses. Over the last three years, there has been a marked increase in the 
percentage of students taking courses labeled as TBR Admissions Requirement Units. 

• The Collaborative is composed of Dlsciplinar>' and Counselors' Task Forces. Each task 
force is composed of representatives from public school education and colleges and 
universities. These task forces meet on a regular basis to fashion ways to help students 
develop the competencies needed for academic success. 

• The task forces have been very important contributors to the Tennessee Curriculum 
Framework and Guides and the new admissions requirements for public colleges b 
Tennessee. 
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Future Initiatives 

Between 1989 and 1991, the governor and his administration developed the 21st Ccnniiy 
Challenge Plan. This Plan contains 12 goals to move all of the state's school systems into 
the 21st century. Many of the goals are compatible with the six American Education 
Goals; only four goals are unique to the Tennessee plan. 

Tlie Education Improvement Act was signed by the governor on March 11, 1992. This 
act contains those objectives within the 21st Century Challenge Plan which require 
legislative action in order to be fully implemented. 

Contacts 

Dr. Peter Consacro 

Acting Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs 

Tennessee Board of Regents 

1415 Murfreesboro Road, Suite 350 

NashviUe, TN 37217 

(615) 366-4400 

Dr. Alan CuUum 
Program Administrator 

Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation (TSAQ 
Suite 1950 
Parkway Towers 
NashviUe, TN 37243-0820 
(615) 74M346 

Linda D. Doran 

Assistant Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs 

Tennessee Board of Regents 

1415 Murfreesboro Road, Suite 350 

NashviUe. TN 37217 

(615) 366-4400 

Dr. Donald Goss 

Director of Assessment and Program Review 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission 
Paikway Towers, Suite 1900 
404 James Robertson Parkway 
NashviUe, TN 37243-0830 
(615) 741-7572 
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Dr. Robert Levy 

Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs 

University of Tennessee 

Office of Senior Vice President 

810 Andy Holt Tower 

KnoxviUe.TN 37996-0184 

(615) 974-3211 

Sidney Owen 

Public Inform tion Office 

Tennessee State Department of Education 

Coidell Hull BuUding 

NashviUcTN 37219-5335 

(615) 741-7010 

James Swain 

Acting Director of Secondary Education 
Tennessee State Department of Education 
4th Floor - North Wing 
Cordell Hull Building 
Nashville. TN 37219-5335 
(615) 741-0878 
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Admissions Requirements 

• There are no statewide requirements for admission to Texas universities. Each institution 
is allowed to set its own admissions requirements. 

• All universities require that students obtain a high school diploma or high school 
equivalency certificate for admission. Some Texas univereities have minimum test score 
requirements for the SAT or ACT. while others simply require the submission of the 
results but have no minimum score requirement Most institutions require or suggest the 
completion of high school courees in certain subjects for admission. 

• Texas community colleges accept any student with a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback fkrom Colleges to High Schools and Student Preparation 

• In 1987, a provision was added to the Texas Education Code that requires colleges lo 
report back to high schools on student performance. Colleges report data on student 
performance to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. The Coordinating Board 
then reports the data to the Texas Education Agency which identifies the high schools and 
forwards the information to them. 

• High schools receive two separate reports. Both reports contain student results on college 
basic sldlls tests which deteraiine if remediation is necessary. Additionally, the reports 
include infomiation on the number of semesters of remediation r^cessary; a student's 
educational goals; the type of postsecondary institution attended; first-year CPA; and 
grades earned in the first math and English courses completed. One of the reports 
provides these indicators by individual student (identified by social security number), and 
the other report is a summary of the same indicators without the student identifiers. 

• A summary report is also compiled for the districts and the state as a means for high 
schools to compare their performance to other high schools in the state. 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Highest Ranking High School Graduate State Tuition Exemption, established in 1 933, 
is awarded to the highest ranking graduate of an accredited Texas high school. The 
recipients are exempted from tuition for two semestere of the first regular session at public 
colleges and univerelties in Texas. In the 1990-91 academic year. 845 students had their 
tuition exempted through this program. 
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The Outstanding Rural Scholar Recognition and Forgiveness Loan Program was instituted 
in 1989 and awards a matching grant to rural students interested in pursuing post- 
secondary education in health care areas. To receive the award, students must be Texas 
residents; be in the top 25 percent of their high school class, or have at least a 3.0 CPA 
in a public postsecondaiy institution; and agree to enroll in a health-related program of 
study at least half time. Students arc chosen on a competitive basis, with consideration 
to academic and personal accomplishments. Pan of the student recipient's educational 
expenses are provided by the state, and the snident*s community must match that amount 
wiih local funds. In return, the student must pledge to work one year in the sponsoring 
community for each year of support while in college. The sponsoring community must 
be located in a nonmetropolitan Texas county. The maximum award granted for this 
program, including the local match, is the smdent's total education expenses. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no other initiatives currently under consideration that address these issue areas. 



Contacf:s 

Mack Adams 

Assist^Jit Commissioner for Student Services 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
P.O. Box 12788 
Austin, TX 78711-2788 
(512) 483-6345 

Jan Friese 

Co-'Director, Government Relations/Public Information 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
P.O. Box 12788 
Austin. TX 78711-2788 
(512) 483-6111 

Mike Kerker 

Program Director, Universities Division 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
P.O. Box 12788 
AusUn. TX 78711-2788 
(512) 483-6322 
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Admissions Requirements 

• There are no statewide admissions requirements for four-year posisecondary institutions 
in Utah. The governing board of each institution sets its own requirements. 

University of Utah 

• The University of Utah has changed its admissions requirements twice since 1987. In 
1987, the university added high school course requirements to its GPA requirement of 2,0 
and the submission of ACT scores. In 1990, the university replaced the higl^i school GPA 
requirement and the submission of ACT scores requirement vnth an admission index. The 
admission index is based on both GPA and ACT/SAT test scores. The index is primarily 
used for determining conditional acceptances. All prospective students must complete the 
following high school courses: 



Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (Algebra I 3 years 
and above) 

Science (Biological or Physical 2 years 
Science v^ith at least one lab) 

Foreign Language 2 years 

History 1 year 

Electives 4 years 



Utah State Universities 

• Students seeking admission to any of the state universities (Utah State, Weber State, and 
Southern Utah) must be high school graduates or GED recipients, have a minimum high 
school GPA of 2.0, and must submit ACT test scores. 

Community Colleges 

• All Utah community colleges have open enrollment, requiring students to have a high 
school diploma or GED. 



Feedback f^om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• Utah does not require its public postsecondary institutions to report to high schools the 
performance of their recent graduates in college. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Utah does not administer any statewide merit aid programs. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no initiatives currently under consideration that address these issue areas. 



Contacts 

Stayner Landward 

Direaor of Admissions 

University of Utah Admissions Office 

250 Student Services Building 

Salt Lake City, UT 84112 

(801) 581-7281 

Mark Spencer 

Assistant Commissioner for Academic Affairs 

Utah System for Higher Education 

3 Triad Center. Suite 550 

Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1205 

(801) 538-5203 

Nancy Trevino 

Associate Director of Admissions 
University of Utah Admissions Office 
250 Student Services Building 
Salt Lake City. UT 84112 
(801) 581-7281 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Admissions requirements are set by the governing board of each institution. 

University of Vermont 

Residents of Vermont seeking admission to this univereity must submit SAT or ACT 
scores and complete the following high school courses: 



Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (Algebra I & II and Geometry) 3 yeare 

Social Science 3 years 

Natural or Physical Science (including 1 lab) 2 year? 

Foreign Language 2 years 



Vermont State Colleges 

• The Vermont State Colleges include five postsecondary institutions, three four-year 
institutions (Lyndon State College, Johnson State College, and Castleton State College), 
one two-year institution (Vemiont Technical College), and 1 community college. There 
are no unifonm admissions requirements for the Vermont State Colleges; admissions 
requirements vary by institution. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

There is no state policy mandating postsecondary institutions in Vermont to report back 
to high schools the academic perfomiance of their graduates in college. However, 
because Vermom is a small state with a small number of high schools, the Univereity of 
Vermont has been able to report back to high schools on an informal basis. For example, 
the university will provide high schools with performance data upon request or furnish 
an enrollment profile of students when meetmg with high school counselors. 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

The Vermont Honors Scholarship program was created by the Vermont General Assembly 
in 1965. The Scholarship provides a one time cash award of $100 to the top graduating 
senior at a high school. Approximately 85 students receive the award each year. 
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Future Initiatives 

• Currently, there are no initiatives being considered or developed relating to these issue 
areas. 



Contacts 

Tim Gcnnan 

Director of Personnel 

Vermont Student Assistant Corporation 

Champlain Mill 

P.O. Box 2000 

Winooski. VT 05404 

(802) 655-9602 

Cotman Hogan 
Direaor of Admissions 
The University of Vermont 
194 South Prospect Street 
Euiiington. VT 05401 
(802) 656-3370 

Nancy Kirkland 
Administrative Assistant 

Vermont Higher Education Planning Commission 
109 State Street 
Montpelier. VT 05602 
(802) 828-2376 

Joe Moore 

Director of Planning and Research 
Vermont State Colleges 
P.O. Box 359 
Waieibuiy, VT 05676 
(802) 241-2520 
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Admissions Requirements 

♦ There are 15 four- year state -supported institutions in Virginia and the governing board of 
each institution detemiines its admissions requirements. Admission to any of the 23 
community colleges requires a high school diploma or GED. 



Feedback ft*om Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

♦ In 1989, the Slate Council of Higher Education collected college preparation data from 
all insUmiions and presented the data to the Virginia Etepartment of Education to 
summarize in its Division Outcomes Indicators Report, Specifically, institutions reported 
the percent of freshmen not requiring remedial instruction and the percent of freshmen 
with a CPA greater than a 2.5. In addition to this infomrtation, this report contains high 
school achievement and work preparation data, and high school graduation rates. 
Although this report presents the information on a school district level, each high school 
receives an additional listing of their graduates performance as a group. Due to reporting 
difficulties, the Council was not able to release data to the Department of Education for 
the 1990-91 academic year, however, it does expect to have infomiation available for the 
1991-92 academic year and thereafter. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

♦ Begun in 1984, the Virginia Scholars Program provides 45 high school and five 
community college students with a renewable $3,000 award that may be used at any four- 
year institution in the state, public or private. To be considered for an award, a student 
must be a Virginia resident, demonstrate scholarship and achievement in a secondary or 
posisecondary institution, and be enrolled or accepted to enroll for full-time study. 
Winners are selected through a two-stage review process, as described below. Each high 
school and community college in the state nominates one student who demonstrates 
academic achievement. In addition, semifinalists or finalists in either the National Merit 
Scholarship Program or the National Achievement Scholarship Program for Outstanding 
Negro Students may enter the competition. Approximately 1,200 applicants compete for 
the 50 awards each year. 

♦ Recipients must pass two review committees. The first committee, composed of 
university admissions officers, reviews each student's full high school or college record 
and examines his GPA, curriculum, lest scores, and extracurricular activities. This 
committee reduces the potential recipient pool to approximately 200 applicants. A second 
committee, composed of members of the State Council of Higher Education and the 
business community, selects the final 50 winners. 
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Future Initiatives 

• The Slate Council on Higher Education has proposed the creation of a new merit aid 
program. The program would be designed for academically strong high school students 
with demonstrated fmancial need. Cuirently, a bill is being developed for the General 
Assembly's consideration. 



Contact 

Jim Alessio 

Associate Diimor 

Office of Academic Affaire 

State Council of Higher Education 

101 North 14th Street, 9th Floor 

Richmond, VA 23219 

(804) 225-2629 
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Admissions Requirements 

Prior to 1990, an applicant was eligible for admission into a four-year state institution 
with a minimum GPA of 2.5. However, since fall 1990. admissions requirements have 
been modified to now require a student to have a minimum GPA of 2.5 and be able to 
meet an admission index number. High school grades and test scores (SAT/ACT/ 
Washington Pre-College Test) are weighted in a three to one ratio to produce an 
admissions index number. The minimum index nimiber required for admission varies by 
institution. 

Students seeking admission to the University of Washington or Washington State 
University must have a minimum admissions index of 28. Students seeking admission 
to Central Washington University, Eastern Washington University, Western Washington 
University, and the Evergreen Slate College are required to have an admissions index of 
13. 

• As of 1991, students who are 25 and older and applying for admission to a four-year 
institution, may submit an essay, samples of their work, or be interviewed by a college 
official in lieu of submitting SAT or ACT scores. 

• Effective fall 1992, students seeking admission as freshmen to a four-year institution must 
also complete the following? high school course requirements in addition to meeting an 
admission index number: 





Effective 


Subject 


Fall 1992 


English 


4 years 


Mathematics 


3 years 


Social Studies 


3 years 


Science (including 1 lab science) 


2 years 


Foreign Language 


2 years 


Fine. Visual, or Penonming Arts 


1 year 



Admission to a community college in Washington requires a high school diploma or 
GED, 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• There is no state policy requiring or recommending that colleges rcpon to high schools 
on the academic progress of their recent graduates in college. However, one institution. 
Central Washington University, is keeping high schools infonned about their graduates. 
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• On a quarterly basis. Central Washington University mails a report with the following 
information to high schools: the student's entering (high school) GPA; a cumulative CPA 
for all students by class; and the number of credits being taken for all students by class. 

• During workshops, counselors at high schools are given suggestions as to how their 
students might become better prepared for admission to Central Washington University. 

Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• The Washington Scholars Program, established over 30 years ago. awards $100 to 100 
high school seniors each year. To be eligible, a student must be a Washington high 
school graduating senior and must complete a two-level selection process. The first level 
examines test scores and recommendations from principals, and the second requires an 
interview. 



Future Initiatives 

• There are no new initiatives currently under consideration or being developed. 



Contacts 

Keith Flamer 
Admissions Advisor 
Eastern Washington University 
Cheney. WA 99004-2496 
(509) 359-2397 

Terry Flynn 

Director of Admissions 

Washington State University 

342 French Administration Building 

Pullman, VA 99164-1036 

(509) 335-5586 

John Geer 

Associate Director of Admissions 
Western Washington University 
Old Main 200 
BeOingham, WA 98225 
(206) 676-3440 
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Amoldo Rodriguez 
Dean - Enrollment Services 
Evergreen State College 
Olympia. WA 98505 
(206) 866-6000 

Chris Schmidt 

Systems Analyst Programmer 
Admissions and Records Office 
Central Washington University 
MitcheU Hall 
EUcnsburg, WA 98926 
(509) 963-3001 

Hugh Walkup 

Higher Education Coordinating Board 

917 Lakeridge Way 

GV-11 

Olympia, WA 98504 
(206) 586-6734 
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Admissions Requirements 

• Srudents seeking admission to the four universities and the eight state colleges under the 
State College and University System of West Vii;ginia (SCUSoWV) must earn a hi^ 
schcx)l GPA of 2.0, receive a minimum composite score of 14 on the ACT, and complete 
the following high school courses: 

Subject Current Reos. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (Algebra I 3 years 
and above) 

Laboratory Science 2 years 

Social Studies 3 years 

Foreign Language 2 years strongly recommended 

• The course requirements v/ere modified to their current status in 1985 and went into effect 
in the fall of 1990. 

• Admission to the community colleges of the SCUSoWV requires the presentation of a 
high school diploma or GED. Additional requirements may be demanded for specific 
programs. 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

• The SCUSoWV is currently developing a feedback report that will provide high schools 
with the performance of their recent graduates during their fall semester at state 
postsecondary institutions. Measures that will be reported may include first semester GPA 
and retention rate after one semester. The SCUSoWV expects to issue the first report, 
using data from the freshman class of 1991 » in spring 1992 and hopes to continue to issue 
this repon to high schools on an annual basis. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

The SCUSoWV administers the Tuition and Fee Waiver Program, established in 1970. 
that waives tuition and fees at public instirutions for students who have demonstrated 
academic achievement, athletic ability, or superior artistic talent Students with financial 
need may also be eligible for an award. The program granted 2,507 awards in the 1990- 
91 academic year. 
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Future Initiatives 

• In 1991, the West Virginia Legislature direaed the governing boards of the state 
institutions to prepare institutional and statewide repon cards that present the quality and 
performance of public higher educatioa The report cards will cover a wide range of areas 
in higher education including uixlergraduate, graduate, and professional student data as 
well as administrative infonnation. Specific undergraduate data to be reported include: 
average scores of incoming freshmen and transfer student on the ACT or SAT; percentage 
of incoming freshmen enrolled in developmental classes; college CPA; graduation or 
completion rate for student body as a whole and for those students receiving athletic- 
related student aid; number and percentage and dollar value of tuition fee waivers; and 
whether such waivers were for athletic participation or academic merit. Data will be 
presented on an institutional level. While the rcpon cards are being prepared for 
legislative use, high schools may receive copies of the repon cards upon request. 



Contacts 
Douglas Call 

Vice Chancellor - Community Colleges 

State College and University System of West Virginia 

1018 Kanawha Blvd, East 

Charleston, WV 25301 

(304) 348-0265 

Dan Crockett 

Assistant Director for Student and Educational Services 
State College and University System of West Virginia 
P.O. Box 4007 
Charleston, WV 25364 
(304) 347-1266 

Bruce Flack 

Director of Academic Affairs 

State College and University System of West Virginia 

1018 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Charleston. WV 25301 

(304) 348-2736 

Marsha Krotseng 

Director of Research and Information Systems 

State CoDege and University System of West Virginia 

1018 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Charleston, WV 25301 

(304) ?48-1112 
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Admissions Requirements 

Although the governing board of each institution establishes the actual admissions 
requirements, the University of Wisconsin System seis minimum statewide requirements. 
These requirements include possessing a high school degree or GED, taking the ACT. and 
completing specified coureework. 

♦ In 1989. in an effort to strengthen the academic preparation of high school students, the 
University of Wisconsin System added five academic electives to be completed in addition 
to the existing 11 units of academic courses required for admission. The following 
courses constitute the current minimum high school course requirements: 



Subject Current Regs. 

English 4 years 

Mathematics 2 years 

Natural Science 3 years 

Social Science 2 years 
Electives in any of the above areas 2 years 

Electives in any academic area 3 years 



Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

The College Readiness Repostirig Study PnDgram was developed by the American College 
Testing Corporation (ACT) and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. Under 
this program, started in 1989, each high school receives a report on the academic 
performance of their students during the first semester of the freshman year. 

The data reported include high school class rank, ACT composite score, and college CPA 
at the end of the first semester. The data are presented as a series of crosstabulations» 
which enables high school teachers and administrators to determine how their students 
compare with other new freshmen in the system. Further, students who completed only 
the minimum required high school coursework are compared with those completing a 
more rigorous academic courseload. 

• Beginning with the freshman class of fall 1992, reports will be expanded to cover second- 
semester freshmen. 
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Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

• Implemenied in ihe fall of 1990, the Academic Excellence Scholarship Program awards 
scholarships to the graduating high school senior with the highest cumulative CPA at each 
high school. The award pays tuition and fees at any state institution; the maximum value 
is $3,700, the amount necessary to attend the most expensive state institution. Currently 
in its second yeai'. the program fiinds 800 scholars and costs approximately $1.5 million. 



Future Initiatives 

• The University of Wisconsin System has established a working group, composed of 
representadves from campuses across the system, to determine whether the math and 
natural science requirements should be increased. The group will report to the Vice 
President of Academic Affairs in April of 1992. Subsequently, the Vice President will 
assess feedback from the system colleges and will present a final recommendation to the 
University of Wisconsin System Board of Regents in the fall of 1992. 



Contacts 
Sharon James 

Assistant Vice President of Academic Affairs 
University of Wisconsin System 
1708 Van Hise HaU 
Madison. WI 53706 
(608) 262-8778 

Evan Norris 

Academic Planner 

University of Wisconsin System 

1708 Van Hise HaU 

Madison. WI 53706 

(608) 262-3526 
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Admissions Requirements 

Wyoming*s public higher education system consists of the University of Wyoming and 
seven community colleges. Currently, there are no academic admissions standards apart 
from the possession of a high school diploma or GED and the submission of ACT or SAT 
scores for freshmen under 21 years of age. 

In 1988-89. the University of Wyoming and the community colleges met to develop a 
recommended college-preparatory curriculum for high school students. High school staff, 
faculty, and students also participated in these discussions. The result was a brochure. 
Courses and Choices: Planning for High School, which describes the recommended pre- 
coUege curriculum and outlines how it can be completed in four years of high school. 
Copies are disuibuted annually to ninth grade students and their parents. 

Feedback from Colleges to High Schools on Student Preparation 

While assessment of freshmen couree-taking performance and retention is an established 
practice at the University of Wyoming, it was not until 1989 that the university began to 
provide results to high schools. Specifically, the results compare the perfomiance of each 
high school's graduates with that of all freshmen, all in-state freshmen, and all out-of-state 
freshmen. Beginning in the 199 1-92 academic year, the perceptions of freshmen (altitudes 
about the quality of their high school academic preparation, their problems or success in 
college, and aspirations) will also be obtained and reported. 



Statewide Merit Aid Programs 

Since 1920, the President's High School Honors Program has guaranteed at least one 
academically talented student from each high school in Wyoming a full tuition and fees 
scholarship at the University of Wyoming. Students are nominated by their high school 
principal and must submit ACT scores and have a GPA of 3.0 of higher. The ACT score 
becomes an important selection factor if there are many students from a high school with 
extremely high CPAs. 

The Trustees Superior Student Program, instituted in 196 1 , waives tuidon, fees, and room 
and board at the University of Wyoming for 25 graduating high school seniors each year. 
The selection process is based entirely on a student's GPA and ACT test score, A 
minimum GPA of 3,0 and a minimum score of 25 on the ACT is required to be eligible 
for the program. 
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Future Initiatives 



In 1991, the state legislature enacted a statutory change that allows the university system 
to consider imposing admissions requirements. In response, discipline-centered coalidons» 
community colleges, and the University of Wyoming have drafted a model set of 
university admissions requirements. The University Trustees and staff, and the state 
school superintendent's office planned a series of public meetings across the state to 
discuss the draft model of admission standards and obtain reactions. The model as 
drafted, proposes the following for Wyoming residents: 

1. Regular admission to the University of Wyoming as a first-dme freshman or a 
transfer student with fewer than 30 transferable hours, would require a prospective 
student to be a high school graduate with a high school GPA of 2.75 or higher, 
or a transfer student with a cumulative transferable college GPA of 2.0 or higher, 
and complete the following pre-coUege curriculum: 

Subject Effective 1995: 

English (emphasis on writing) 4 years OR 3 years of English fius 

2 years of a foreign language 
Mathematics (Algebra I & II and 3 years, 1 should be taken during 

Geometry) the Senior year 

Science (1 must be in physics or 3 years 

chemistry) 

Cultural Context Elcctives (to be 3 years 

drawn from Social or Behavioral 
Science, Visual or Perfomiing Arts> 
Humanities, or Foreign Language (if not 
already used for English requirement)) 

2. Conditional admission would be granted to high school graduates with a 
minimum high school GPA of 2.5 (or a GPA of 2.25 with an ACT score of at 
least 20) who did not lack more than two years of the pre-colJege curriculum, and 
no more than 1 deficiency from any of the four areas. These students would 
receive assistance at the university level. 

3. Deferred admission would require a student to successfully complete 30 or .:iore 
transferable hours at another accredited institution of higher education, with a 
cumulative transferable college GPA of at least a 2.0. 

4. There is also a recommendation for an "Exception Window" or an exemption pool 
of 10 percent of the anticipated freshman class, for those students who do not 
qualify for admission through the regular or conditional admission process. 
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• This model will be brought before the Trustees of the University of Wyoming for a vote 
in May of 1992, 

• A mandate by the 1991 state legislature has required the Wyoming Community College 
Commission to develop a system where all seven comraimity colleges would report to 
high schools on the academic progress of their graduates in a two-year institution. The 
Commission has developed a system and hopes that it will be in place for the fall of 
1992. 



Contacts 

Helen Kitchens 

Dean of Administrative Serv'ices 
Wyoming Community College Commission 
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